November 30th, 2025
First Sunday In Advent
Hope
THE APPROACH
**Please Rise**
Musical Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
**Entry of the Bible
**Musical Introit – 
[bookmark: _Hlk215135624]Advent candle burning bright through the night, Shine your light of hope Telling people ev’rywhere: soon the Savior comes, soon He will be here! People gather and prepare in the night with the light of hope.
Call To Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk88131306]**Hymn #123  – “My soul gives glory to my God” vs. 1,3-5 
1.  My soul gives glory to my God.
My soul pours out its praise.
God lifted up my lowliness
in many marvelous ways.

3. From age to age to all who fear,
such mercy love imparts,
dispensing justice far and near,
dismissing selfish hearts.

4. Love casts the mighty from their thrones,
promotes the insecure,
leaves hungry spirits satisfied;
the rich seem suddenly poor.

5. Praise God, whose loving covenant
support those in distress,
remembering past promises
with present faithfulness.
 
Prayers of Approach and Assurance of Pardon
Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Passing the Peace
Lighting the Advent Candle: “Hope” 
[image: ]
[image: ]
**Advent Hymn:  #119 “Hope is a star” vs. 1
[bookmark: _Hlk120270729]1	HOPE is a star that shines in the night,
leading us on till the morning is bright

Chorus:	When God is a child
There’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first
and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.

Children’s Hymn: #156 “The angel Gabriel from heaven” vs.1-3
1	The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
All hail, said he, O lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favoured lady: Gloria!

2	For know a blessed mother you shall be,
all generations praise continually,
your son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold
most highly favored lady: Gloria!

3	Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
To me be as it pleases God, she said,
my soul shall laud and magnify 
God’s holy name,
most highly favored lady: Gloria!

Children’s Time
Prayer of Illumination
First Lesson: 	Isaiah 2:1-5 – p. 521
Epistle Lesson:  Romans 13:11-14 – p. 866
**Gloria Patri  
[bookmark: _Hlk195261811]Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be, forever.
Amen, amen, amen.

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 24: 36-44 – p. 758
Anthem – “To a maid whose name was Mary”
Sermon: “Hope!”
**Reaffirmation of Faith - Apostles Creed
**Hymn: #122 - “Oh come, Oh come Emmanuel” 
[bookmark: _Hlk121996818][bookmark: _Hlk121996841]1	Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lowly exile here,
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

2	Oh come, Oh come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

3	Oh come, thou Wisdom from on high,
and order all things far and nigh;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

4	Oh come, thou Branch of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan’s tyranny:
from depths of hell thy people save
and give them victory o’er the grave.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

5	Oh come, thou Key of David, come
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high
and close the path to misery.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

6	Oh come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

7	Oh come, desire of nations, bind
all peoples in one heart, one mind;
bid envy, strife and discord cease
and by thyself our source of peace.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Presentation of the Offering
Doxology
[bookmark: _Hlk160101492][bookmark: _Hlk177038256][bookmark: _Hlk198204659]Praise God from whom all blessings Flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above Ye Heavenly Host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Offertory Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper
The Invitation
[bookmark: _Hlk68173164]**Communion Hymn #117 - “Herald! Sound the note of judgement” vs. 1,2
1.  Herald!  Sound the note of judgement,
warning souls of right and wrong,
turning them from sin and sadness,
till once more they sing the song.
Sound the trumpet!  Tell the message!
Christ the Saviour King has come!

2.  Herald!  Sound the note of gladness!
Tell the news that Christ is here;
make a pathway through the desert
for the one who brings God near.
Sound the trumpet!  Tell the message!
Christ the Saviour King has come!

**Affirmation of Faith - Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into Hell.   On the third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, and sits
at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving: 	BoP #564
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up you hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Prayer ending with	
. . . we join with the whole creation
to lift our hearts in joyful praise.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer ending with
. . . proclaim the mystery of the faith

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Prayer ending with … and the people say

Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
**Communion Hymn #117 -“Herald! Sound the note of judgement” vs. 3,4
3. Herald!  Sound the note of pardon!
Those repenting are forgiven;
God receives us wayward children,
and to all new life is given.
Sound the trumpet!  Tell the message!
Christ the Saviour King has come!

4.  Herald!  Sound the note of triumph!
Christ has come to share our life,
bringing God’s own love and power,
granting victory in our strife.
Sound the trumpet!  Tell the message!
Christ the Saviour King has come! 
Benediction
Recessional   

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

Minister:     	Rev. Andrew MacDonald (c) 902-331-0322
Organist:   	 Clare Grieves
Office hours:	Tues. to Fri. – 10 -1pm
Rev. MacDonald office hours -Tues. to Thurs. 10-2 or by appointment


Mission Statement: But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women.  It’s quite simple.  Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, and don’t take yourself too seriously – take God seriously.        Micah 6: 8-The Message
[bookmark: _Hlk87003709][bookmark: _Hlk213930635][bookmark: _Hlk212718986][bookmark: _Hlk215222230]
ANNOUNCEMENTS

All are welcome at First Presbyterian Church. We hope you experience the love of God and of this congregation as we worship, celebrate, and serve one another. 

[image: 6+ Thousand Sympathy Messages Royalty-Free Images, Stock Photos & Pictures  | Shutterstock]This week we extend our condolences to the families and friends of two of our long-time members, Frances Kennedy and Irene Kirk.  We are grateful for their contributions to First Church. They will be missed by many. 

Poinsettias have been placed in the sanctuary from Rev. Andrew, Natalie and Bridgette, in memory of Chrissie and Johnny A. MacMillan, Rannie MacDonald, Gloria and Raymond Sheehan; as well as from Denise Avery in memory of her parents Marilyn and Doug MacLeod.  
UPCOMING FIRST CHURCH EVENTS
Note: There are no meetings scheduled this week.
Christmas Memory Tree – We will once again honour loved ones with the ‘Christmas Memory Tree’.  If you wish to purchase a ball(s) in memory or in honour of a loved one,  forms are located in the sanctuary.  The deadline for submissions will be Sun., Dec. 14th. 
Advent Tree of Kindness – Once again, we have the ‘Tree of Kindness’.  “Ornaments” on the tree list items requested that will be collected from today to Dec. 14th inclusive. All donations will then be delivered to Social Services for distribution to Income Assistance recipients. We thank you for any contributions you can make.
Sunday Evenings – 6:00p.m. - “Downtown Ministries - A Contemporary Service of Prayer, Meditation, Fellowship and Music”, meet every Sunday at 6:00p.m., everyone welcome.

EVENTS YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN…
Today – 2:30p.m. – Celebrate the spirit of Christmas as The Trinitarians present “Let Joy Ring Out”, an afternoon of your favourite Christmas choral pieces. Featuring handbells, violin, flute and vocal solos among others. Free will offering.

Sun., Dec. 7th – 6:00 p.m. – Union Presbyterian Church, Thorburn, is hosting an “Old Fashioned Christmas” concert, featuring many local musicians including Shaun McLean and Ross McVicor, Ray Stewart with Jeannie and Dawn, Rev. Joon Ki Kim, the combined choirs of Union and Little Harbour Presbyterian Churches and others. Free will offering. Lunch will be served following the concert. 
Wed., Dec. 10th, 6:30p.m. - The Pictou County Palliative Care Society (PCPCS) is pleased to host “Grief and the Holidays”, an in-person community gathering designed to support individuals who are facing loss during the holiday season. The session will be facilitated by PCPCares board member Dominic Boyd, who brings compassion, experience, and a warm presence to the discussion. 
· Location: Riverrun Café, 151 Provost St., New Glasgow
· Cost: Free
· Pre-Registration: Suggested but not required
· Phone: 506-962-2893
Sat., Dec. 13th, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  – “Last Minute, Second Chance Craft Sale” will be held at the Bethel Church Hall, Pictou Landing. Free will donation in support of the AMS Mission project, ‘Helping Hands’. Many unique gifts for all those on your Christmas list. 
Sat., Dec. 13th, 2:00 p.m. – Clyde MacDonald has written another book, “Tragedies and Triumphs”.  The book launch will take place at the New Glasgow Library, Aberdeen Business Centre.  Proceeds from the book sales are in support of the MS Society.  

SCRIPTURE READERS & USHERS:
Reader:     Kevin Reid
Ushers:     Main Door (Office) – Jane Williams              
    James St. – Cathy Lewis
              MacLean St. (Main Entrance steps) – Gary Ross
EARLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS: Lynne Ann & Lois MacLellan
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