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Call to Worship:
Let us be joyful before God! 
We will sing praises to God’s holy name.
Let us lift up a song to the One who rides upon the clouds,
who protects orphans and widows and gives the desolate a home.
Sing to God, all nations of the earth.
We will sing praises to the Lord, our God!

Music: #422 Sing a new song unto the Lord

 Prayer of Approach and Confession:

God of life,
we praise you for your love
which fills creation from the beginning
and which calls all life into being.
We worship you for Christ
who reveals your loving purpose for all people.

We bless you for your Spirit 
who guides and inspires us and 
who draws us
into the circle of your tender love.

God of mercy,
we confess
the times when we forget you
and are divided from one another, and 
how often our thoughts, words,
and actions betray
your goodness and our calling.
Forgive us, merciful God.
Mend what is broken,
heal our wounded relationships
and convert our hearts and minds,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Assurance of Pardon: 

While it is true that we have all fallen short in our call to follow Jesus, it is a greater truth that we are forgiven through his grace. Remember the Good News! In Jesus Christ our sin is forgiven. Be at peace with God, with yourself and with one another. Amen.

Music: #339 He’s got the whole world in his hands (Traditional Words)

Anthem: 

Scripture Reading: John 17:1-11

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one.

Meditation: “Jesus Prays”  
When teaching his disciples how to pray, Jesus began by saying, “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name….” Christians usually call that section of Scripture in Matthew 6 “The Lord’s Prayer” but to really hear what is really “The Lord’s Prayer,” we turn to John 17. We do not rank Bible passages, because all Scripture is the inspired word of God as the Holy Spirit spoke through his apostles. And yet, many believers throughout the history of the church have sensed they were entering a holy place and time as they listen to Jesus pray.
In late October, the leaves begin to fall from many of our trees. By December, the ground is covered. But some will remain attached to the end of the limb where they once were so full life, until, in the spring, a new leaf emerges and pushes the dead one off the tree.
The Apostle Paul told the Christians in Corinth: “We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3.18). As we gaze intently on the glory of Christ, as our minds fill with the knowledge of God and our hearts with love for God, these, like the new leaf pushing the old leaf away, is how the Spirit transforms our life. We grow in our faith and push our old life away. 
The central theme of the Lord’s prayer is his glory. What we need most from God is not greater gifts, but a greater gaze upon “the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4.6).  Jesus asks his Father to glorify himself. As that prayer is answered, a new affection, a new opportunity, a new way for the people of God to be will come forth. Our lives will become more God-centered.
Throughout this passage Jesus not only focuses on his glory but he also gives glory back to God through the acknowledgement of how Jesus was able to live his life of ministry. The interesting part here is that Jesus doesn’t start his acknowledgement of God’s glory with his transfiguration where both Moses and Elijah appear to Jesus and Jesus’ face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light and God spoke from heaven with a voice all could hear. I understand that glory. The glory of the adoring crowd, throwing their cloaks and palm branches before him and shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” I get that glory.
But Jesus’ first words are: “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you.” The hour has come – this can mean only one thing: the death for which God was born is now at hand.
How does the cross glorify God the Father and the Messiah? It glorifies, it displays, it shows the cosmic significance of God’s holiness. Jesus is crucified, dead and buried to preach to us the surpassing beauty of holiness. This is not a peripheral thing – take it or leave it. God’s holiness holds the universe together – if it is undone, all is lost.
But the truth is as hard as it is to see at times the cross glorifies God’s love: “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son….” There’s that expression, if we asked Jesus how much he loves us he would answer, “this much.”  Then he stretched out his arms and died.” I think Michael Card captures the glory of God’s love at the cross with the words to Why: “And why did it have to be a heavy cross he was made to bear? And why did they nail his feet and hands – his love would have held him there.” The hour has come for God to be glorified at the cross.
Jesus goes on then to speaks of his glory to come in heaven: John 17:5, “And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.”
This is not a new glory, as if something would now be added to his nature or person, but a restoration of the glory which he had. Not that he ceased to be divine while he was on earth, but like a candle may be hidden if it is placed inside a dark and sooty lamp, so the glory of Christ’s divinity was masked by the form of a servant. So that glory remains hidden today, and will until we reach heaven. Only the eyes of faith see Jesus for who he truly is, and even those see dimly. Remember what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13: “We know in part and we prophecy in part…for now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face…. Then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known” (verses 9,12). By returning the Son to his full and former glory, you are assured that one day every tear and trouble will be wiped away, for his sacrifice is fully accepted.
Then, Jesus prays for us, John 17:2-3, “you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
Luke 10.38-42: Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me." But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her."
Serving meals is needed. Witnessing to your neighbors is important. Going to work every day is something we all must do. But one thing rises above all. One is essential, of utmost necessity: knowing the one true God and Jesus Christ whom he sent. Soon we will stand before him. On that day, none of the petty complaints and busy distractions will matter. Eternal life and judgment hang in the balance. Christ alone has authority over all flesh. Is his glory our passion?
Eternal life is knowing God and Jesus Christ whom he sent. Do we know him? Are we gazing upon his glory, and is he transforming us into the same image, by the presence of the Holy Spirit? For this is the prayer Jesus is praying for us. That he may have the opportunity to make a difference in our lives. Amen.
 Music: #290 Immortal, invisible, God only wise
Invitation of Offering 

This Sunday brings the season of Easter to a close. Yet we will continue to receive the blessings God pours out for us in Christ and in creation, for God is so good to us. We offer to God our thanks for such goodness in our tithes and offering.

Doxology: #830 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Eternal and ever-present God, we offer you these gifts in thanksgiving for the work of Christ in our lives. Bless them and us with the power of the Spirit, enlisting all our gifts for the work of reconciliation Christ has given us to do in the world you love. Amen. 

Prayers of the People: 

God of the generations in time and eternity, 
we turn to you in these quiet moments
to offer you our thanks and our hopes for our lives.
Today we give you thanks for all those people
who have shown us your face and taught us to follow you
through the loving example of their living faith.
We are grateful for their wisdom and courage which continue to inspire us.
Thank you for our life together in your church and the saints we have known here. May the light of Christ shine through our lives, too,
so that we offer light for the world you love as witnesses to your purposes.

Christ of Compassion in action,
in you, we receive our call to live with purpose.
From you, we learn how to love those around us.
With you, we find strength to face each new day.
So today, we offer our prayers for those facing challenges,
and seek your guidance to respond to their cries.

We pray for those brought to mind by news headlines this week
for situations of violence, corruption and deprivation, danger and devastation.

We pray for families going through difficult times, 
for all who are sick or in sorrow, for all who are lonely or despairing.

We pray for those agonizing over important decisions and responsibilities,
for those in leadership roles and for those who care for the most vulnerable.

Creator, Christ and Spirit, move with us into the week ahead,
remind us each day to live according to your will and purposes in all our relationships and to live lives of meaning so that we bear witness to the love we meet in Jesus who taught us to pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, 
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen.

	Music: #324 Great is thy faithfulness
Benediction:

Go as witnesses to our Lord Jesus, risen and ascended, and bear his love and mercy wherever you go. Trust that the Holy Spirit is your companion. And may the God of our Lord Jesus Christ give you a spirit of wisdom and fill you with the hope to which you are called as God’s beloved. 

Now may the LORD keep us and bless us,
May the LORD make his face to shine upon us 
and be gracious unto us, 
Now and for ever more, AMEN.

Choral Closing: “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.



