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Call to Worship: 
Holy and generous is God, the Creator of all things.
Loving and gracious is Christ, the Bearer of healing and hope.
Gentle and wise is the Holy Spirit, the Breath of new life.
Trinity of grace, we call on you today.
Come and worship the God who made us and loves us all!
We come with joyful praise and hopeful hearts!	

Hymn: #674 In the bulb there is a flower

Prayer of Approach and Confession:

Holy Creator, 
you are holy and mysterious, 
you were before all things, 
you are above all things and beneath all things;
by your Word all things were made 
by your steadfast love you redeem all things.

Holy Christ, 
you came that we might have life 
and in you we know the full extent of God’s love.
Day to day,
your grace sustains us.

Holy Spirit, 
you are eternally pouring forth wisdom, vision and direction. 
You abide with us in fellowship, now and always.

In recalling your grace and wonder, we confess with confidence our sins:
 
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide and too deep to undo.  Forgive what our lips are afraid to name and what our hearts can no longer bear. Set us free from a past we cannot change and open us to a future in which we can be changed. Give us the grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image.


Assurance of Pardon: 

Hear and believe the Good News: in Christ we are a new creation: the old life is gone and the new life has come. Know that you are forgiven and have the courage, strength and grace to forgive one another.

Hymn: #57 On eagle’s wings

Anthem:

Scripture Reading: Psalm 116:1-9

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;
    he heard my cry for mercy.
2 Because he turned his ear to me,
    I will call on him as long as I live.
3 The cords of death entangled me,
    the anguish of the grave came over me;
    I was overcome by distress and sorrow.
4 Then I called on the name of the LORD:
    “LORD, save me!”
5 The LORD is gracious and righteous;
    our God is full of compassion.
6 The LORD protects the unwary;
    when I was brought low, he saved me.
7 Return to your rest, my soul,
    for the LORD has been good to you.
8 For you, LORD, have delivered me from death,
    my eyes from tears,
    my feet from stumbling,
9 that I may walk before the LORD
    in the land of the living.
10 I trusted in the LORD when I said,
    “I am greatly afflicted”;
11 in my alarm I said,
    “Everyone is a liar.”
12 What shall I return to the LORD
    for all his goodness to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation
    and call on the name of the LORD.
14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
    in the presence of all his people.
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD
    is the death of his faithful servants.
16 Truly I am your servant, LORD;
    I serve you just as my mother did;
    you have freed me from my chains.
17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you
    and call on the name of the LORD.
18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
    in the presence of all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the LORD—
    in your midst, Jerusalem.


Romans 5:1-8

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
[bookmark: P66_29979]Meditation: “God’s Out Poured Love”
Love is a wonderful thing. It amplifies the virtues and discounts the faults. For instance, when you think of your spouse or your child, through your eyes, their individual and natural beauty and gifts are enhanced because of your love for them. So is their intelligence, wit, talents and numerous other virtues and graces. And while I am sure that they have faults (after all they are human like all of us), you’re hard-pressed to notice them. That is the magic of love.
Love is patient and kind, not jealous, not boastful, not proud. Love is not rude, not selfish, not easily angered. Love keeps no record of wrongs, does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. This could not be seen more clearly than in the love of a mother for her child.  A little girl was asked, "Who does your mommy love most?" The little girl replied without thinking, "She loves Johnny most because he’s the oldest...and she loves Billy most because he’s the youngest...and she loves me most because I’m the only girl."
Another effect of heartfelt love is that it prompts us to praise the object of our affections. I am never at a loss to talk about my pets or my family. Or even my dearest friends. When we love something or someone we glow in that love. Yes, we have many depths of love, but one is not more important than the other it’s just different. 
The question we must ask this morning is, "Does our love for Jesus Christ manifest itself in these manners?" Does our love find its voice in songs of praise and worship? Do you love the Lord? Why? How do you know how to praise the Lord? What the Psalm is saying to us today is this, if our love is genuine, it should take wings and soar.
It is easy to love someone when you know that they love you. The Lord loved us before we knew that we needed his love. "But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."
Before we were ever born God knew that we would be flawed...and he knew that if he didn’t love us, if he didn’t care for us, if he didn’t do something to help us...we wouldn’t know who we were meant to be. God loved us too much to let that happen. "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believed in him should not perish but have everlasting life."
Now, God wouldn’t force us to love him; but, in return for the love he offered us, if we would let him love us and if we would accept his love, he offered to love us as his own child. If we are willing to let him love us the gifts and glory that will grow out of that love is beyond our understanding. Love God, praise God, worship God. Do it all because he first loved us. He loved us before we loved us. 
They say that it is easier to bear your troubles if you can share them with someone else. Often people come to me and say, "I just have to talk to someone." And most of the time it’s not about huge life shattering moments. Often, it’s the little bumps in the road that seem to block the clarity of their path.  And yet some find it hard to find a genuine person willing to listen. Not offer advice. Not tell them what to do. Not how to fix the so-called issue or problem, but just to listen. God not only listens when we tell him our problems, but he actually yearns for us to reach out to him and tell him what’s happening because he loves and cares for us. God not only cares for us...He not only listens to our troubles...He has an interest in hearing our troubles and he has the means and ability to help us find the way because he is our guide and strength. 
	I’m about to tell you a life altering fact that no matter how many times I wish this wasn’t the case this is the reality, we cannot be strong all the time. We cannot be totally self-sufficient. We are people of many weaknesses. This is the harsh reality. We can’t do everything, we can’t be everything, and we can’t be it all. We need each other and we need God. Think about this for a moment, what would our life be like without God? If it weren’t for God how loaded down with the cares of the world would we be? 
There are moments when we are weak, but God gives us his grace, and it is completely sufficient for all these things. Believe this good news, God loves us and he is proud of us even when we are flawed. Promise yourself that you will trust in Christ with all your heart. Pray often. Talk to God. Rely on him for your help and strength, walking by faith and not by sight. Pay our commitment. Not only in money but in faithful service. Come and worship and praise his name because he loves us. The good, the bad and the ugly. He loves us.  Amen.

 Invitation of Offering:

God’s Spirit equips Jesus’ followers to bring healing and hope to the world God loves. The gifts we offer God are tangible signs of that healing and hope at work in us and through us, for the sake of Christ our Lord.

Doxology: #830 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication:

God of grace and goodness, your world is full of gifts that sustain our lives. We offer our gifts in gratitude. Bless them and make them signs of your presence at work in the world, touching lives in need with your love and strength. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Hymn: #563 Let us talents and tongue employ 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table:
Jesus said:
	I am the bread of life.
	Those who come to me will never be hungry,
	and those who believe in me will never be thirsty.
	  No one who comes to me will I drive away.	John 6:35, 37.

	Because there is one bread,
	we who are many are one body,
	for we all partake of the one bread.	I Cor. 10:17.

	So, whether you eat or drink,
	or whatever you do,
	do everything for the glory of God.	I Cor. 10:31.
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving: #564

The Lord be with you.	
	And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
	We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth,
with joy we give you thanks and praise.

Through the words of your prophets
you gave your people hope
by promising them the Redeemer.
And now we rejoice that in your Son, Jesus Christ,
the Saviour has come
and will come again in power and glory
making all things new.

How wonderful are your ways, almighty God.
How marvellous is your name, O Holy One.
You alone are God.
Therefore with apostles and prophets,
and that great cloud of witnesses
who live for you beyond all time and space,
we lift our hearts in joyful praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
	Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
	Hosanna in the highest.

We praise you, most holy God,
for sending your only Son Jesus to live among us,
full of grace and truth.
Sharing our joy and sorrow,
he healed the sick and was a friend of sinners.

Obeying you,
he took up his cross and died that we might live.
We praise you that he overcame death
and is risen to rule the world.
He is still the friend of sinners.
We trust him to overcome every power that can hurt or divide us,
and believe that when he comes in glory
we will celebrate victory with him.

Therefore, in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we take this bread and this cup
and give you praise and thanksgiving
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

	Christ has died,
	Christ is risen,
	Christ will come again.

Gracious God,
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us,
and upon this bread and wine,
that we, and all who share this feast,
may be one with Christ and he with us.

Here we offer ourselves to be a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to you.
In your mercy,
accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Fill us with the joy of eternal life,
that we may be your faithful people
until we feast with you in glory.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honour are yours, almighty God,
for ever and ever.     Amen.

Communion:

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this, as often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” Amen. (1 Cor. 11:23-26)

Come let us eat and drink in remembrance of Christ:

Prayer after Communion:

Loving God, Christ our Lord, Holy Spirit, 
you have nourished us, body and soul, in this meal. 
We have heard your love, so send us out to speak it.
We have seen your love, so send us out to show it.
We have been fed by your love, so send us out to share it.
So may we become Christ’s body, the Church,
loving and caring throughout the whole world
until that day when all creation feasts with you
in the fullness of your mercy and peace
that we savour today in the name of our Saviour
who taught us when we pray to say together:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, 
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen.

Hymn: #671 I heard the voice of Jesus say

Benediction:

Go in peace; God calls us to step out in faith, to follow where He leads
even if what He calls us to do seems impossible. So let’s go from here with courage, trusting in God’s presence and power, and eager to do God’s will.

Now may the LORD keep us and bless us,
May the LORD make his face to shine upon us  
and be gracious unto us, 
Now and for ever more, AMEN.

Choral Closing: “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.


