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Call to Worship:
Let us sing of God’s steadfast love.
We offer our praise in songs of joy.
God’s faithfulness is as vast as the heavens.
We will proclaim God’s faithfulness to all generations.
Let us worship God in our prayers and our praise.
We will give God glory now and always!

Music: #466 Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpets

 Prayer of Approach and Confession:

Holy and Loving Creator, Christ and Spirit,
how majestic is your name in all the earth. 
From north and south, from east and west, 
drawn by your majesty, we come to worship your beauty and holiness. 
For the gift of this new day, fresh from your hand, we rejoice. 
For the renewal we know through friendship with Christ, we praise you.  
For your Spirit’s energy, blessing us in each moment, we honour you. 
Accept our praise offered in word and action,
and guide us always in the truth of your ways 
as we worship you as One God 
here and everywhere, now and always. 

God of mercy;
as we gather to celebrate your gift of love
we recall with sorrow
the times when we forget you
and are divided one from the other.
How often our thoughts, our words,
and our actions,
have betrayed the goodness you have shown to us.
Forgive us, merciful God.
Mend what is broken.
Heal the wounded relationships
that separate us from you and one another;
through Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen

Assurance of Pardon: 

Jesus Christ knows we have fallen short of his intentions for us, 
yet in his great mercy, 
he welcomes us back into his embrace. 
Thanks be to God that we are forgiven,
refreshed and restored for ministry by God’s grace.

Music: #461 Be thou my vision 

Anthem: 

Scripture Reading: Plasm 13

How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever?
    How long will you hide your face from me?
2 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts
    and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
    How long will my enemy triumph over me?
3 Look on me and answer, LORD my God.
    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,
4 and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,”
    and my foes will rejoice when I fall.
5 But I trust in your unfailing love;
    my heart rejoices in your salvation.
6 I will sing the LORD’s praise,
    for he has been good to me.

Matthew 10:40-42

40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”

Meditation: “The Art of Welcome” 
What a precious thing it is to be offered a welcome, to give a welcome to another. What a precious thing it is to be offered hospitality and to give hospitality to another. And what a precious gift it is to give and receive a cool cup of water. 
I've experienced both sides of these realities in my life, and I bet you have too. Being given that cup of cool, refreshing water when hot, thirsty, tired, and fatigued being welcomed and given the gifts of hospitality by family or friends or utter strangers when hungry, exhausted, unsure, or when joyful and festive. And then there's the other side too giving that cup of water to people who are thirsty, welcoming the stranger, offering hospitality to guests expected or unexpected. 
Jesus was well acquainted with the norms of hospitality that were such an important part of the culture of his day. To welcome the stranger, to give a sign of generosity, to offer hospitality were not casual matters; they were of God. And in an even deeper way, they revealed and demonstrated God. 
God's very nature and character is that of welcome and hospitality. God's love is wide open and without boundary or barrier. The stories of Scripture reflect this openhearted and welcoming nature of God. God feeds all people with food and quenches their thirst on their journey from slavery and oppression to freedom and new life. God invites all people to the banquet table of grace and forgiveness. God welcomes the stranger into God's love. 
Jesus modeled his life and shaped his ministry out of this character and nature of God. Sure, these characteristics got him into loads of trouble-welcoming the stranger and the outcast, eating with the tax collector, the sinner, and the harlot, boldly proclaiming that God's love was for everyone everywhere at all times. His ministry was the very essence of welcome and hospitality. He lived it. He believed it. He died for it and he rose again as a sign of the triumph of hospitality and welcome in God's kingdom. 
Jesus modeled his life for us to learn from; the way that Jesus lived and the way he taught are the instructions we have been given to continue in his ministry. Welcome the outcast. Welcome the stranger. Show compassion and hospitality to the hungry and to the thirsty. This was his consistent encouragement, and the early Christian community took this to heart. What a community of hospitality and welcome it was. People from other segments of societies were given a cup of cold water, invited in, and offered hospitality at the table. 
To welcome the stranger, to offer the gift of hospitality is such an essential ingredient in the practice of Christianity and life. By welcoming a stranger and providing a helping hand to someone in need, according to Jesus in our scripture reading today we are reaching out to God himself. Welcoming is a deep and profound way for us to welcome Christ who is present and incarnate in the stranger, in the guest, in the outcast, in the frightened, in the neighbour, in the human being whom God has created and redeemed. It is a deep and profound way of reflecting the welcoming love of God which makes us whole.
When I was growing up, I would hear stories about baking bees, and butcher bees, and neighbourhood children gathering to play road hockey, and baseball, I heard about neighbours helping neighbours plant crops in the spring and harvest them in the fall. I heard stories about people gathering together for a Sunday meal after church. I heard about women gathering to help each other can preserves for the winter together. Where have these days gone?  
In today’s society this practice of helping and welcoming seems countercultural where privacy and isolation are so normative. We have gated communities, solid walls and security systems. Rapidly disappearing are the front porches and the neighborhoods where people knew each other so well. We're told to be on guard, to fear the stranger, to be suspicious of the ones who are different from us. And this being on guard notion appears to have developed within my lifetime. 
As you know, I grew up not that far from here and I had my first after school job in Mitchell and I would walk from the high school to Main Street where I worked at an insurance office. I did this for almost four years, five days a week. I walked the same direction, took the same route went to the same places every day that I worked. It got so that wherever I went people would know me by name and say hi and welcome me everywhere I would go. I became a regular at the corner store, the hardware store, the bank, the post office, the library and I felt welcomed wherever I was.  This community became home for me. I felt that I was safe no matter what time of day it was or even where I was, Mitchell was just one of those places that was comfortable. 
After I graduated from high school I went on to post-secondary school and moved first to North Bay where I went to College and then to London to University and then to Toronto for my Masters.  And what I have noticed is the larger the city gets the less welcoming it becomes. We become use to being a faceless person who becomes part of the crowd and virtually invisible to others. 
Because we have become so use to being invisible and not notice the turmoil around us with the increase of homelessness, poverty and isolation could we be training ourselves to miss Jesus? Are we creating a society where when Jesus comes again, we won’t even be able to recognize him and welcome him because the art of a welcome has been forgotten? What happened to the days when we knew our neighbours by name?  
Welcome, hospitality, invitation--it is the way of God. It is the way of the community of faith. It is the way of walking the Christian life. Jesus commanded this way to his followers because it so represented in the nature and love of God and because it would build lives and communities of abundant faith, hope, and love. Welcome, hospitality, and invitation would be signs of the transforming love and power of God in this world and in people's lives. 
It's simple. It is direct and basic. Welcoming someone. Saying, "Hey, you're invited here!" Offering a cup of cold, refreshing water in the name of the risen Christ. It is simple. It's direct and basic. But then, like so much of the Gospel, it grows. It grows into patterns and practices of generosity, inclusion and welcome that can change and build people's lives. Of course, we are realistic and we see the world for what it is. Of course, we know that people keep their distance. They stay away from each other. That there is violence and hostility in this world, that disintegration and division exist at virtually every level of human life. But what if we welcome someone, what if we give a cup of refreshing water to someone. What if we practice hospitality and open our churches, our homes, and our hearts to other people? The result is quite real and quite dramatic. Walls are broken down; fear, distrust, and hostility are abolished. The church becomes God's house where all people are welcome. The home becomes God's house where compassion is shown widely. The heart becomes God's house where there is room for compassion, for hope, for generosity, for the spirit, for the love of God itself. 
Today Jesus welcomes us to welcome others. Today Jesus offers hospitality at the table of life so that we might offer hospitality to others. Today Jesus gives us a cup of refreshment so that we might offer such a cup to others. Today, Jesus invites and includes us into the very heart and life of God so that we might invite and include others. All that needs to be said by us is said to us: Welcome. Have a cup of water. You are home. Amen.
Music: #761 Who’s goin’ to tell the story
Invitation of Offering 

Jesus teaches that the gift of a simple cup of water is a gift worthy of his disciples. Friends, whatever we give to God this day can bless the world in Jesus’ name. So, give with confidence that your gift matters.

Doxology: #830 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Generous God, what we return to you today has first come to us from you. Bless what we offer so that those in need may taste your abundance which we know already in Christ, our Living Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People: 

Almighty God of heaven and earth,
with joy and thanksgiving we praise you,
for you create, sustain, and redeem all things.
For making us in your image 
to love one another and to care for your creation,
we give you thanks.
For the gift of your Son 
whose life is the pattern for our lives and learning,
we give you thanks.
For the energy of your Spirit 
to inspire us in times of challenge and change,
we give you thanks.
 
Strengthen us in these challenging times to show your love to others as we pray:

For the Church and those who lead it 
to find new ways of reaching out in a culture with changing values.
	
For creation, that we may learn to respect and care for it.
For those who lead the nations of the world, 
that they may work for the wellbeing of the most vulnerable and seek peace together. 
For those who make decisions about health care, education and social services 
in these times when there are many demands in every area.
	
For the poor, the hungry and those struggling to find affordable housing 
when prices for everything seem to rise each day.

For those who struggle with illness, addiction, disability or despair, 
and for those who mourn the loss of someone dear. 
	
For the powerless and the oppressed, wherever they live, 
and for those who work to defend them.

Eternal God, thank you for listening to us in every situation. 
Keep our eyes open for your Spirit at work among us. 
Equip us to respond to someone else’s prayer as your servants, 
for we offer ourselves to you in the words Jesus taught us:


Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, 
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen.

	Music: #471 We are one in the Spirit

Benediction:

Keep your eyes open as you walk in God’s world, alert for occasions to share God’s love.

Now may the LORD keep us and bless us,
May the LORD make his face to shine upon us 
and be gracious unto us, 
Now and for ever more, AMEN.

Choral Closing: “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.





