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[bookmark: _Hlk113960762]Call to Worship:
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!
Let us praise God with joyful hearts.
We come before the throne of God to worship day and night.
Called together by the Holy Spirit, let us rejoice and sing.
Let us worship.
Hymn:  Come in, Come in and sit down (Announce how we will do it)
   Come in, come in and sit down,
   You are a part of the family.
    We are lost and we are found,
    And we are a part of the family.
1. You know the reason why you came,
    Yet no reason can explain;
    So share in the laughter and cry in the pain,
    For we are a part of the family. 
2.  God is with us in this place,
      Like a mother’s warm embrace.
      We’re all forgiven by God’s grace,
       For we are a part of the family.
3.   There’s life to be shared in the bread and the wine,
       We are the branches, Christ is the vine.
      This is God’s temple, it’s not yours or mine,
      But we are a part of the family.
4. There’s rest for the weary and health for us all;
     There’s a yoke that is easy, and a burden that’s small.
     So come in and worship and answer the call,
    For we are a part of the family.”
Prayer of Approach and Confession:
God of the ages, God of today, you are compassion; our cup overflows.
You are hope; you lead us into green pastures.
You are truth; you lead us beside quiet streams.
You are life; you restore our souls.
Morning, noon and night, O God, you are the source of our joy. 
We gather to worship you as one family of your people, honouring you as our Creator, trusting you as our Saviour, celebrating you as the Spirit who gives us life. 
Trusting in your compassion and grace, we confess to you our sins:
We confess we stray from your ways like lost sheep; we follow the devices and desires of our own hearts, ignoring the needs of others and seeking more for ourselves.
We judge ourselves more generously than others and fail to offer others the forgiveness we seek from you. 
Forgive the ways we betray your love, and return us to your paths of truth and mercy.
Assurance of Pardon:
Christ dwells in our hearts through faith, for we are being rooted and grounded in his love. The forgiveness he offers is a gift of this love. 
Let us receive God’s forgiveness with faithful hearts, and be at peace with God, with ourselves and with each other. 
Hymn: #475 I am the Church, You are the Church
Solo
Scripture Readings:
Acts 9:36-43
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.
John 10:22-30
22 Then came the Festival of Dedication (that is Hanukkah) at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
[bookmark: P66_29979]Meditation: Acceptance
I have a book to share with you today.
The Capybaras
I was given this book several years ago, for Christmas. Now I don’t know about you, but I did not know Capybaras existed, until this book. And actually, to begin with I kind of looked on the story as made up! But then I discovered that they are real!
The capybaras "keep calm and carry on" attitude and harmoniously hilarious interactions with other species have memed their way across the internet. 
“Gentle giants” (world's largest rodent) - about the size of a full-grown wolf or almost twice as big as beavers
Native to Brazil, Colombia, Venezuela (South America)
Scientific name - water pig as they are semi-aquatic
Social creatures - live in herds for safety and support, cooperative nature and strong social bonds, protection from predators, help care for each others young.
Other animals like capybaras, they like their gentle and calm temperature and something called mutualism.
When I was reading this book recently, I realized that, as they became accepted, they really became like family.
“Family” encompasses such a wide variety:
· Two parents (male and female) child or children
· Single parent (male or female)
· Aunts and uncles
· Same sex parenting
· Adoptive parents
· Grandparents who become parents
· Mixed race
· Mixed faith tradition
Just to name a few…
Now of course, that does not mean that family is always accepting or welcoming or open…
Think for a moment about how we as families work together, or in opposition… how we raise children to be the best they can be, or not. Sometimes we mess up on that too.

Overemphasizing the ‘right’ as in Heritage Green
Instilling fear of all things not known

And I get thinking about God as parent, we are God’s chosen children. We sometimes have a tendency to imagine that God’s job is to keep us and our loved ones safe from all harm.
This misguided belief causes more lives of faith to crumble than any other that I have known.
God never promised we would not suffer. The poor chicken in the story. Suffering has always been part of the Christian story, and we are not immune.
‘Fair and not fair’…

However, that is only part of the story. It is never the end of the story.

Our world tells us:
· The one with the most toys wins.
· The one with the most money and the biggest house wins.
· The one with the most power wins.
Those messages surround us every day. They shape our ambitions and define success in terms of possessions, status, and influence.
But Scripture tells a different story.
Again and again, the Bible reminds us that none of those definitions of victory comes close to what God calls victory. Our vision or view or understanding is often turned upside down. Christian life is not about avoiding hardship or escaping suffering. Jesus certainly didn't escape it.
Instead, true life comes through belonging to Christ.
That is an especially important message during Easter. We spend weeks proclaiming that Christ is risen, and then sometimes forget that the resurrection cannot be separated from the cross. Jesus' triumph came through suffering, death, and resurrection. And we, too, share in that pattern. Dying and rising with Christ is how we become more than conquerors.
That is God's definition of life and connection.
We are invited us to let go—let go of our culture's definitions of success, let go of the illusion that we can control every circumstance of our lives, and let go of the expectation that faith somehow guarantees a life free from pain.
We are invited us to let go—let go of our culture's definitions of success, let go of the illusion that we can control every circumstance of our lives, and let go of the expectation that faith somehow guarantees a life free from pain.
And perhaps before we can let go, we first have to learn acceptance.
Acceptance is not giving up. It is not pretending that suffering doesn't hurt or that injustice doesn't matter. Acceptance is choosing to trust God even when life unfolds differently than we hoped. It is accepting that some questions remain unanswered, that some wounds take a lifetime to heal, and that God is still present in the midst of it all.
Many Biblical characters accepted that following Christ would involve sacrifice, and they discovered that God's faithfulness was greater than the suffering they endured.

Perhaps we should ask ourselves: How is God preparing us? How are the challenges we face—both personally and as a congregation—forming us into people who trust Christ more deeply and serve one another more faithfully?
That question brings me to words spoken by President John F. Kennedy in 1961:
"Ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do for your country."
Those words challenged a generation to think beyond themselves.
What if we applied that same principle to the church?
Acceptance also changes the way we see the church. If we accept that following Christ is not simply about having our own needs met, then we begin to ask a different question. Instead of asking, "What can this church do for me?" we begin asking, "How can God use me here? How can I strengthen this community of faith?"
The New Testament uses the word fellowship to describe much more than simply gathering together. Fellowship means sharing life because we share Christ. It means encouraging one another, carrying one another's burdens, praying for one another, serving one another, and contributing to the well-being of the whole community.
Yes, we come to church to be fed. But we also come to feed others.
Yes, we come to receive encouragement. But we also come to encourage.
Yes, we come hoping to be blessed. But we also come to become a blessing.
That is how the body of Christ grows.
In a consumer culture, it is easy to begin treating the church like another service provider—as though its purpose is to meet our needs, satisfy our preferences, and keep us happy. If it doesn't, we simply move on.
But the church was never meant to be another product for consumers. It is a family. It is a body. It is a fellowship. It is acceptance.
The church needs every one of us—not because God cannot accomplish God's work without us, but because God has chosen to accomplish that work through us.
Every one who stands before God's throne has been shaped by worship, by perseverance, by serving others, and by remaining faithful through life's ordeals.
May we be shaped in the same way.
Those gathered around God's throne are not there because life was easy. They are there because they trusted God through joy and sorrow, abundance and loss. They accepted that Christ's path was the way of the cross before it was the way of resurrection. And because they accepted God's way rather than the world's way, they discovered a victory that nothing—not suffering, not death, not even the grave—could ever take away.
May God give us that same grace: the grace to accept what we cannot control, the courage to serve rather than simply be served, and the faith to follow the Lamb wherever he leads, until the day when every tear is wiped away and we drink from the springs of the water of life.
Hymn: #703 Happy the home when God is there 
Invitation of Offering:
God surprises us with treasure hidden in familiar places, and pearls of great price, found through faithful searching. Let us offer back to God some of our treasure in gratitude for all we have discovered through our faith in Christ.
Doxology
Prayer of Dedication:
Generous God, thank you for all we have received from you in Christ and in creation; your generosity to us overflows. Bless the gifts we bring and use them and us in the service of your reign of justice and peace, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Guide. Amen 
Prayers of the People:
Gracious and loving God, just as a shepherd cares for the flock, so you care for each one of us. Move in our hearts and minds and help us care for others, serving you through our acts of caring.

O God, You are rest for us when you lead us into green pastures. We pray for all those who are tired out with work or with worry; and for those who wear themselves out with anxiety. Be rest and re-creation for the weary.

O God, You are truth for us and you lead us beside quiet streams of reflection. Wherever people’s lives are twisted by untruths, where tyrants or those in authority distort the facts, speak your strong and transforming word of truth.

O God, You are life for us and you restore us. Wherever people’s lives are impoverished or in chaos, repair and restore them. We remember before you all who are facing trials and difficulties, those who are sick or dying, and those who are bereaved. May they feel a strong sense of your presence and peace.

O God, You are freedom for us, and you comfort us. We remember before you all those in danger and those who are far from home - prisoners, exiles, the marginalized, and victims of oppression, racism, and hatred, wherever they may be. Sustain them with hope and courage.

O God, You are happiness for us, and our gratitude overflows. We give you thanks for those times we found peace in the face of turmoil, happiness after moments of strife, insight after times of confusion.  Open our eyes to recognize your Spirit at work in our lives. Guide us so that we might share in your redeeming work unfolding around us.

And we offer ourselves as Jesus’ friends and followers in the words he taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, 
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen.
Hymn: #472 We are God's People
Benediction:
This week think of the Holy Spirit breathing with you, in every deep breath before exertion, and in every long sigh of frustration or satisfaction. 
Let your breath remind you that God is with you.
And may the deep love of God never let you go, the friendship of Christ hold you steady, and the company of the Spirit fill you with strength and courage to face each new day.  
Choral Closing: “Go Now in Peace”
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
