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Call to Worship:
Sing to God a new song.
We will worship God, our Maker!
Let us praise God with song and dance,
For God is gracious and loving!
Let us bring God glory and honour,
Praise the Lord.

Music: #436 God, we praise you for the morning

 Prayer of Approach and Confession:

God of grace and glory,
your creative power is beyond imagining,
your love is wider than the whole universe,
your mercy is beyond the highest heavens,
your wisdom is deeper than the seas.
Maker of all things,
you became one of us in Jesus Christ,
walking the roads we take each day,
experiencing the joys and frustrations of life in your world,
and preaching your reign in word and action.
Through your Spirit, 
you are present with us in every time and place
to comfort and challenge us. 
For all that you have been, are and will be,
we worship you as Creator, Christ, and Spirit,
now and always.

In recalling all that you have done and all that you are, 
we recall what we have done and who we are,
and we confess to you that
although Christ offers us peace,
we confess we are a people divided;
we harbour fears and jealousy 
which set neighbour against neighbour, 
group against group and 
nation against nation.
We pursue profit and pleasures which harm creation 
and the wellbeing of all people.
Have mercy upon us, O God.
Set us free from our old ways 
to serve you as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.

Assurance of Pardon: 

The Apostle Paul challenges us to lay aside actions and deeds that distance us from God and one another and to put on the armour of light.  Know that you are forgiven by God’s grace and walk in God’s mercy. Be at peace with God, with yourself and with each other.

Music: #475 I am the church! You are the church!

Anthem: No Anthem 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:15-20
15 “If your brother or sister[a] sins,[b] go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’[c] 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be[d] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[e] loosed in heaven.
19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
Meditation: “Love over Hate” 
A frequently asked question is why there is so much suffering in the world and why God is doing nothing about it? Why is there sickness, poverty, hate, violence and war? Why is there loneliness, emptiness, depression and suicide? How can we take comfort in the love of God when we do not feel loved or wonder if God is even with us? 
Circumstances may seem to be telling us that God is ignoring us, but the truth is that much of the pain and suffering that exists in the world today is the result of conflicts that began with us. History has taught and continues to teach that we do not have to be involved in a conflict to be affected by it. The reasons behind most conflicts are twofold. Another person has something we want and will not give it up or we have been offended and must do something about it. Conflicts take up most of our time and energy and prevent us from doing what is really needed. And preaching on conflict is never an easy task. Frankly, this passage from Matthew is one of the most difficult passages to preach on. But is so vitally important. 
	The truth is most conflicts can be avoided and would have no place in the world today if we loved one another as God has called us to love. Even that statement can cause conflict if you think about. We could argue, “But I do love as much as I can, and people hate me.” Or “I am loving those who have continuity hurt me is too much to ask of a person.”
	However, as Christians we have been called to love in a godly way. For this 
Godly love is of God and can only come from God because he is love. “Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love”. (1 John 4:7-8) Love is the distinguishing mark of the believer for “whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him”. (1 John 4:16) God loves us and “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins”. (1 John 4:9-10) God has demonstrated his love in such a way that we can never doubt his love. Christ’s sacrifice of love made it possible for “God's love to be poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us”. (Rom 5:5)
Godly love is the most powerful weapon in the world as every act of love has the full support of heaven. And hate and conflict do not have God’s support. This love is not only concerned about what happens to us, but about what happens to everyone else. 
Love makes us responsible for our families, our relatives, our friends, our colleagues and our neighbours. It is love that compels us to share the good news of the gospel of grace. 
Now ask ourselves this, are we sharing the good news about the gospel of grace or are we too busy with our own lives to worry about anyone else? And while it is important to be sharing it outside these four walls, more importantly are we sharing that love and grace towards one another within these four walls? Or have we created personal agendas to tear others down in conflict?  Are we so busy pleasing ourselves that we have no time to love the hurting and the lost around us?
Godly love reflects the love of Christ. Christ loved us and in love paid the penalty for our sin that we might be forgiven and be reconciled to God. Love forgives and if Christ could forgive us while we were yet sinners, what could possibly prevent us from forgiving others. Godly love is visible and loving one another is seen as we forgive each other. Loving one another is seen in our fellowship with each other. When Christ paid the price for our sin, we were reconciled to God and could fellowship with him. It is impossible to love and still lead separate lives. We cannot say we love but then use our words and actions to cause harm. Loving one another fulfils the Law. 
When you love, you cannot harm to another person and therefore cannot do any of the things the Law forbids. “Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law”. (Rom 13:10)
Love does not allow any room for hatred, conflicts or quarrels. The solution of conflicts is best done in an atmosphere of love. If someone sins against us, we should confront the person and point out their fault in a loving manner. Love always initiates the first step to the solution. When this approach fails to have the desired effect, other people can be brought into the situation. When this also fails the problem can be brought to the church. Hopefully, the offending brother or sister will recognize the authority of the church and be more ready to listen and more receptive to the solution of the problem. If this also fails sanctions are applied. These sanctions are to make them see the disastrous effects of their separation from God and eventually lead to their restoration. The Church is duty bound to continue loving them, praying for them and asking for the Holy Spirit’s intervention in their life. 
How are we relating with one another and with those who for various reasons are no longer in loving fellowship with us? Are we relating with love? Or are we relating on the hurtful things said or done?  Love makes it so easy for us to visit and exchange kind words with them. 
Godly love is God’s greatest desire for us, and it is to our advantage to follow the new Commandment Christ has given us “that we love one another as he has loved us”. Loving one another is a reflection of Christ’s concern for all people. Godly love is proof of our salvation as the kingdom of heaven is a kingdom of love. Love obeys the word of God as it reaches out to the lost. Love is the most effective proof that the word of God is true and that Jesus Christ is alive and still changing the eternal destiny of humankind. God is love and love brings us into the presence of God and gives us access to his grace.
Love forgives, restores and blesses. If we are true followers of Christ, we will put our love into action. If we are truly interested in being the church God has designed us to be, we will be devoted to loving people, no matter who they are or where they come from. If we are truly dedicated to fulfilling our mission to make disciples of all nations, we must love one another. Love overcomes.
Jesus teaches that being reconciled with others takes precedence over our acts of worship. We need to get things right with one another before we come to worship God. Would you postpone the treatment of a broken leg only to go out and play football? This is the practice in many Churches today where the treatment of broken relationships is postponed while we sing and dance in Church. From God’s perspective, broken relationships are far more serious than broken bones. Godly love is capable of dealing with every broken relationship. 
Every person wants to be loved but to be loved you must obey the One who is love “and this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us”. (1 John 3:23) Let us make the decision to turn to Christ today and be filled with his love so that we can please, praise and glorify. Amen.
Music: #410 Joyful, joyful we adore you

Invitation of Offering 

God calls us to show our love through the kindness we offer our neighbours. Our offering will spread the gifts God has given us to neighbours in need in the name of Christ, our Lord.

Doxology: #830 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Gracious God, receive these gifts, offered in a spirit of generosity and humility. Bless and use them for the work that you long to do in the world you love, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Prayers of the People: 

God of love,
Creator of heaven and earth,
we are filled with gratitude for the blessings of this life:
for making us in your image to love and care for one another;
for the gift of Christ, who redeems and guides us,
and gives us a pattern for everyday living;
and for the work of the Spirit, who works in us, through us and beyond us.

In your loving kindness, 
hear us now as we pray for situations 
where your love and grace are needed: 

We pray for the church in this place and around the world, 
facing so many new challenges to respond to so many enduring needs.	
We pray for this beautiful planet, the fragile home we share with all living things.	
For children and youth who worry about the future of the planet and their place in that future. For those who govern in this city/town/area and the nations of the world, that they may find the wisdom and courage to do justice for all in the decisions they make.

For the homeless and the hungry, for the unemployed and the uncertain, 
and for all who struggle with daily decisions for their families and their future. For those who mourn, for those who face illness or isolation, and for all whose situations we carry in our hearts this day.
	
God with us, we thank you for your all-embracing love that touches all life and each life, and keeps us in communion with those dear to us who now live with you. We join our voices to theirs in gratitude, praying the words Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, 
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen.

Music: #376 Lord, the light of your love is shining

Benediction:

Moses met God unexpectedly, as a bush burst into flame. Consider that you may meet God in unexpected places, for God can make any place holy ground.
So may the God of mystery embrace you; the Christ of mercy renew you;
and the Spirit of life move with you through each new day.

Now may the LORD keep us and bless us,
May the LORD make his face to shine upon us 
and be gracious unto us, 
Now and for ever more, AMEN.

Choral Closing: “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.






