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Call to Worship:
We come to worship because we love God.  
All creation praises God’s goodness and love. 
We come to worship seeking healing and wholeness.
Through God’s son, compassion, love, and grace flow in abundance. 
We come to worship, yearning to be transformed: 
Guided by the Spirit of God, we work to build a more peaceful and just world. Let us worship God together!

Music: #377 Come, children join to sing

 Prayer of Approach and Confession:

Steadfast God,
as the seasons change, we see that you are still at work in the world,
transforming hearts and situations.
You have shown us the true face of love in Jesus Christ,
reaching out with healing and hope to those who are hurting, lost or alone. 
We praise you for your love that works for respect, connection and peace 
among neighbours and nations in this divided world.
May we see the face of Jesus in each person we meet. 
Renew our hope by the gift of your Spirit at work among us, 
so that we can live to praise you 
with the whole Church that bears Jesus’ name. Amen.
	
All-embracing God, 
In recalling all that you are and all that you have done, 
we recall then who we are and what we have done or failed to do.
We confess that we have 
failed to comfort those in pain,
ignored the needs of others 
failed to stand with our neighbours in their struggle for dignity and respect.
We confess the sins of your church
in running residential schools that separated children from their families. 
We repent of our past sins and pray for the wisdom to walk in a new way with you and with one another.

Assurance of Pardon: 

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. By God’s grace we have been saved and this is not our own doing; it is a gift of God. Thanks be to God.  

Music: #434 For the beauty of the earth

Anthem: No Anthem 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 21:23-32
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
Meditation: “Repent and Believe”
There once was a mom who had two children. Her oldest daughter, Emily, loves sports. She always watches the Toronto teams on TV, and she always plays games at recess. She likes to hang out with her friends and enjoys being outside. Her youngest child, Thomas, likes different things. He enjoys reading, drawing comic books, and playing video games. He loves his Nintendo DS. He likes to be indoors.
On one cold, chilly, and freezing winter day, it snowed. It snowed a lot. There was snow as far as the eye could see. Thomas and Emily’s Mom looked outside and saw that the snow had temporarily stopped. She didn’t have time to shovel, but wanted the driveway to be done so that their father could come home to a clear and snow free driveway.
“Emily, could you do me a favor?” The mom asked, “Your Father is coming home soon, and I would like for him to be able to pull into the driveway without any snow. He likes coming home to a shoveled driveway, but I cannot do it since I am cooking and getting things ready for tomorrow. You love the outdoors. Can you do this for me? It would really help me out.”
Emily, looking shocked, said “No way, Jose! I am not going out there! I do not want to shovel. I do not want to get cold. I do not want to put on my boots, mittens, and hat. I don’t want to! NO! No, no, no, no! You can’t make me! 
Emily’s Mom was upset with what happened. She did not like what she saw, or Emily’s behavior. She then went to Thomas, her other child. “Thomas, can you go outside and shovel for me? I want this done for your dad, and Emily is not going to do it. I know it is cold, and that it will be a lot of work, but I would like this done. Your Dad would greatly appreciate it.”
 	“Sure, thing Mom! You can count on me! I will go get my stuff on and get to it!” 
As the mom was doing the dishes, she heard the front door open and close. She smiled to herself and thought: “I’m so glad that Thomas is doing this.” She set a dish down and went to look out the window to see….Emily shoveling the driveway! Their Mom then went to the living room to see that Thomas was sitting with his feet up on the footstool, watching the movie Monsters’ Inc.
Which kid did what their mom wanted? Was it Thomas or was it Emily? 
Jesus tells us a similar story in which a dad asks two sons to go and work in vineyard. The first son refused, just like Emily, but later changed his mind and went. The other son said he would do it, just like Thomas, but later changed his mind and didn’t do it. Jesus used this story to teach this point.
Jesus forgives all our sin. He forgives every last one. Sometimes, we can be like the first son, and Emily, and not listen to God. We might do things that we are too embarrassed to talk about. We might do things that we are sad that we did, and we might be disappointed that we did. We don’t always do what pleases God. However, when we are sorry for the wrong that we have done, we know that Jesus forgives us, and always will. His death on the cross for us forgives us of every wrong that we have done. His resurrection proves to us that we are forgiven. Even though we can be like the people in both stories, we know that our God forgives!
Still a little unsure about the message in this gospel lesson? That’s okay here’s another example. There were two sisters who worked as babysitters in their community. A young couple had recently moved into the neighborhood. They hired the younger of the two sisters to babysit their children.
Imagine their surprise when they returned to find their home a complete mess, with their kids looking haggard, and the babysitter half asleep on the couch.
The next day, however, the children excitedly told their parents how they had fun with the new babysitter, and how she helped them do some assignments including saying their prayers. But this did not change the parents’ decision to fire the babysitter.
The next time the couple needed a babysitter they hired the older sister. They were greatly impressed when they got home this time to discover the house was tidy and the kids were already asleep. “The kids have been like angels,” the older girl announced, and, gratefully, the couple gave her an extra tip.
The next morning the kids came complaining to their parents, accusing the babysitter of yelling at them with swear words, calling her boyfriend instead of helping them with their assignments, and then forcing them to go to bed early while she went outside and smoked and talked with some her friends.
Now, if you were in the shoes of these parents, which of the babysitters will you hire the next time?
In our readings today, they stress that each person has the opportunity to repent and be freed from sin. Today's readings tell us that no matter what we've done in the past, it's where we are now that matters with God. It’s a message that brings healing and peace if we've made mistakes in the past, and who hasn't?
Can we change? Some psychologists and sociologists would argue that after about thirty years of age, we are pretty much the person we will always be. However, the Scriptures and today's readings propose that a change of heart, and a moral and intellectual transformation is possible. Grace builds on nature.
Repentance is a turning back to God. It is finally realizing you have been going in the wrong direction, turning around and continuing in the right direction. Repentance is a change of mind that leads to a change of life. True repentance is a turning from sin, from the world to God. The truth demands a response from us. Seeking forgiveness is necessary for salvation. We can presume to have a relationship with God that we do not have and deceive our friends, but it is impossible to deceive God. It is only a relationship with Christ that can enable us to live a life of righteousness, holiness, and service.
God is a loving Father who will accept and welcome all those who truly repent and come to him. God is looking for the rebellious and he’s looking for the proud. He welcomes all those who accept they are sinners and come to him. Today Christ wants to welcome us. All he requires is that we truly repent, turn from sin and return to him to the praise of glory of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen!
Music: #399 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness

Invitation of Offering 

Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth, that they may be shared for the healing and wholeness of God’s world. 

Doxology: #830 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Generous God, we have received so much from you in Christ and in creation. Bless the gifts we offer so that they will speak of your love for the world in all its detail and diversity. Amen.

Prayers of the People: 

We bring you our prayers for the world, for people and communities harmed by conflict and war, discrimination and hate, poverty and injustice. We pray for our loved ones, and for our neighbours, both friend and stranger. 

Creator God, you created us in your image and set us in the world to live in peace with you and one another. We pray for those facing hunger or housing insecurity. We pray for those who are hurt and hurting because of discrimination related to race, class, or gender. We pray for those facing conflict and war, and those who love and are afraid for their sake.
Bring your comfort and justice. 

Comforting God, we pray for strength and healing for Survivors, intergenerational Survivors, their families and communities, and all people who were impacted by residential schools. May your loving care bring strength and courage for healing. 

God of transforming love, the wounds of injustice continue to this day, imbedded in the fabric of our institutions and governments. Let your compassion and wisdom flow through all public policies and practices. Where power is horded, bring your equity and justice. Where racism is resisted, bring your courage and strength to acknowledge and address it. We pray that our communities, churches and country will be places where there is justice and where people protect the dignity of all creation. 

We pray; for people whose bodies, minds and souls are in pain and those struggling with physical or mental illness; for people who experience violence in their relationships, in their home, workplace, community or country, and for those who have been displaced by war, unjust economic systems, the climate crisis, and ongoing impacts of colonization around the world; for people living with housing insecurity: where home is inadequate for the needs of the people it must shelter, is unsafe, unaffordable, or inaccessible; for people who are struggling with economic insecurity, barriers to education or employment, unfairness in policies or practices, for those struggling with the cost of food; for people at the frontlines of social support systems who daily face the evidence of systemic injustice and continue to strive for the safety and dignity of people and creation. For human rights advocates, land defenders and peacebuilders; strengthen and empower them. 

And now we join our voices into one prayer and pray as Jesus taught,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, 
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen.

Music: #422 Sing a new song until to the Lord
Benediction:

Go into God’s good creation praying that the Spirit will open our minds to receive truth, open our hearts to seek peace, and strengthen our bodies to work for justice. Let the Spirit guide you in ways of love and justice, to walk lightly and humbly and seek truth, reconciliation, healing, and wholeness. 

Now may the LORD keep us and bless us,
May the LORD make his face to shine upon us 
and be gracious unto us, 
Now and for ever more, AMEN.




Choral Closing: “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.






