Remembrance Service
November 8, 2026

Responsive Call to Worship
On this day of memories, we gather to sing and to pray;
We remember the past and look to the future.
On this day when the guns and canons fell silent,
We come before you, God, seeking your peace.
On this day of hope in the face of terror,
We come before you, God, believing in your promise.
Let us worship God together, in peace.  

March on the Colours 

#800 O Canada (verse 1) 
Last Post
Silence
Rouse
Act of Remembrance		Randy Carroll (Lectern)

Prayer of Approach and Confession
God of might and mercy, we come to worship you this day, proclaiming your power and your promise in a world where many things keep us on edge. 
We proclaim your power to defeat forces that work against your hope for the world.
We proclaim your love that cracks open our hearts and draws us to you and to one another. 
We proclaim your promise in Jesus Christ that nothing can separate from your love. 
Strengthen our desire to live out our trust in you in friendship with our Lord, Jesus Christ.

In a broken world in need of God’s healing, we come as broken people in need of God’s grace, confessing our sins.

God of mercy, we confess that the world around us is broken and heartbreaking. 
Countries turn disputes over territory into threats of terror. 
Old enemies stir up conflict within tribes and nations. 
The threat of violence keeps us all on edge. 
We have not learned from past conflicts what leads to peace with justice among nations and neighbours. 
Forgive us all. For we pray in the name of Jesus the Christ.

Assurance of Pardon
The prophet Micah reminds us that God requires of us three things: to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 
To all who turn away from hostility and seek reconciliation in kindness and humility, God offers forgiveness and peace. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all.

Hymn: #330 O God Our Help in Ages Past

Scripture Readings		Joyce Garrick
Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength,
    an ever-present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3 though its waters roar and foam
    and the mountains quake with their surging.
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy place where the Most High dwells.
5 God is within her, she will not fall;
    God will help her at break of day.
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
7 The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
8 Come and see what the Lord has done,
    the desolations he has brought on the earth.
9 He makes wars cease
    to the ends of the earth.
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
    he burns the shields with fire.
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations,
    I will be exalted in the earth.”
11 The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Joshua 24.1-3a, 14-25
24 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God.
2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 3 But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac,

14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.”
19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.”
21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.”
22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord.”
“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.
23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.”
24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and obey him.”
25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws.

Prayer for Understanding
God of prophets and parables, your Word can meet us with a challenge, a puzzle and a promise. Send your Spirit with the gifts of understanding to grasp the puzzle and courage to take up the challenge and the promise, through Christ, your Living Word.

Meditation		A Refuge and Strength
I began preparing for this service and thinking that it would be appropriate to talk about peace on this Remembrance Sunday. And so, I looked up the online Dictionary (after all you can believe everything you find online right?)
Peace:
1.freedom from disturbance; tranquility
2.a state or period in which there is no war or a war has ended.

And then I went to Living Faith, our Statement of Christian Belief, we have these words, under the heading World Peace…

8.5.1 Christ, the Prince of Peace, calls his followers to seek peace in the world. 
8.5.2 We know that nations have fought in self-defence and that war, at times, may be unavoidable. 
But the tragic evil that comes with war, the slaughter of men, women, and children must rouse us to work for peace. 
8.5.3 We protest against the world arms race that diminishes our ability to fight hunger, ignorance, poverty and disease. 
We fear nuclear war and the devastation it would bring. 
We affirm that God is at work when people are ashamed of the inhumanity of war and work for peace with justice. 
We pray for peace to him who is the Prince of Peace.

And so, on this day, we pray for this Peace! as we remember.

The idea of Remembrance is an important one in our human existence. And I began thinking about remembering!

Funerals – I often talk about the memories, the legacy that remains when a loved one dies. And that it is in those memories, that legacy, that the one who had died would never really be gone. Some of the memories bring tears, sometimes a smile… uncle, injured in a tank in Holland, liberating Apeldoorn. He came home with a hole in his head, needing a plate. He always joked about the ‘hole in your head’.

Today we are reminded that Wednesday is Remembrance Day, a day when we reflect not only on those who went off to war, and who maybe did not return, but also, we reflect on why, on what it means for us today to live as we do in peace.

We, as children, youth and adults, many of us have never known what it means to fight for what is right, for peace.
I have a young friend who, a number of years ago, wanted to know why everyone was wearing flowers. We talked about them being poppies – and started to talk about war and remembering. Her comment was ‘our soldiers have to fight other soldiers to keep us safe’ – she was 4 at the time. But she knew that there was something important about this ‘flower’.

A number of years ago, I read an article on John McCrea, and have always remembered it, as I have the conversation with my young friend!

These words remind us of the sacrifices made… ‘to keep us safe.’

In Flanders Fields – John McCrae
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
    That mark our place; and in the sky
    The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
    Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
        In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
    The torch; be yours to hold it high.
    If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
        In Flanders fields.

John McCrea, born November 30th, 1872 in Guelph, Ontario, was a doctor/surgeon, poet, lieutenant-colonel (as "lef-tenant") in World War 1, 1st Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery, in the Canadian Expeditionary Force.

On 22 April 1915 the Germans attacked, using deadly chlorine gas for the first time in the war. Half McCrae’s brigade died over the next 17 nightmarish days of battle.
The words of the poem, now famous, were written at a moment during those 17 days as he was waiting for the wounded to arrive at his dugout. 

McCrae grew up in a Presbyterian home that gave him a deep sense of his duty to use his gifts in the service of others. He believed injustice must be fought against, whatever the sacrifice. He insisted on living in a tent like his comrades at the front and had to be ordered to the heated huts when the winter badly affected his health.
One of his biographers wrote “He would have broken faith had he lived while so many died.” Working hard for peace.

The Psalmist speaks about God’s presence and about the way to live in love.

Psalm 46 is a well-loved psalm, one that Martin Luther turned into the great hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” It is a psalm that proclaims loud and clear our faith in God's protection and presence, even as it remains realistic about the way things actually are in the world.

As we read this psalm, we move back and forth between the chaos of the world, both natural and political, and the confidence that faith allows us to have, even in the midst of trouble.

The psalm doesn't pretend that life is always peaceful or that the world is always safe. It acknowledges the dangers and difficulties that surround us. Mountains shake, the waters roar and foam, and the earth itself seems to be in turmoil. And yet, in the midst of all this, the psalmist declares:

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

Think about the natural disasters we have witnessed in our own time: tsunamis, hurricanes, earthquakes, and tornadoes. These are powerful reminders of just how fragile life can be. When such disasters strike, we may find ourselves wondering: How can this happen in a world created by God? The same God who created the earth and declared it good? Is God still in control? Is God still in charge?

Those are honest questions. And I think the psalmist understands that. But notice that, even in the face of such devastation, the psalmist does not abandon faith. Instead, there is this persistent confidence that God is present with us, that God remains our refuge and strength, even when everything around us seems to be falling apart.

The psalm then shifts its attention to the city of God, a place where the waters are no longer raging, where there is peace and security, where God dwells among the people.

But it is important to remember that it is not the city itself that provides the protection. It is God who dwells there. The city is not some magical place where nothing bad can ever happen. It is God's presence that makes the difference.

And perhaps that is an important reminder for us, too. We can easily put our confidence in places, people, institutions, or things that we believe will keep us safe. But none of these can offer us the ultimate security we long for.

As Martin Luther reminds us in his hymn: “Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing.”

The psalm calls us to put our trust, not in our own strength, not in earthly powers or possessions, but in God alone.

And that doesn't mean we close our eyes to what is happening around us. It doesn't mean we ignore the wars, the violence, the suffering, or the destruction that fill our world. Faith isn't about pretending that everything is all right when it clearly isn't.

Rather, faith is about facing the world as it really is, with all its uncertainty and trouble, while trusting that we are not facing it alone.

As a community of faith, we are reminded that God is our refuge and our strength. We draw courage from that assurance. We are able to face the challenges of life, not because we have all the answers, and not because we can control what happens, but because we trust that God is present with us.

And so the psalm ends with that powerful reminder: “Be still, and know that I am God!”

In the midst of all the noise, all the fear, all the uncertainty, we are invited to pause and remember who God is.

The world may be shaken. Nations may be in turmoil. Our own lives may be filled with challenges and uncertainty. But God is still our refuge. God is still our strength. And the God who is with us now is the God who will ultimately reign.

That is the faith we proclaim. That is the hope we hold on to. And that is the promise that allows us to sing, even in difficult times, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”

As Luther says, “And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us; we will not fear, for God hath willed [God’s] truth to triumph through us… [God’s] kingdom is forever.”

We remember those who fought so that we might have peace, who fought for justice and to end suffering. We pray that there will be the peace of God, in God’s created world, and we pray that we may do our part in bringing this to come, trusting in the God who created each one!

We are coming closer to that season we call Advent… themes of hope, peace, joy, love
This is what they fought for…
Hope in a future
Peace that would be for all
Joy in lives lived
Love that remains beyond time

Amen.

Hymn: #742 Lead On, O King Eternal

Invitation of Offering
On Remembrance Day, we will mark the costly offering of life for the sake of others. What we offer today is just a small gift, something that does not cost us so much. But we can also offer ourselves to make a difference for the sake of others in Christ’s name. Let us reflect on what this means this day and every day.

Doxology: #830

Prayer of Dedication
God of justice and generosity, when we consider that Christ gave his very life for our sakes, we are humbled to offer our gifts. We are also humbled by the memory of those who gave up their youth, their families, and their very lives in conflict so that justice and truth would prevail. Bless our gifts with the possibilities your Spirit can create, so that justice and truth continue to prevail in the world you love, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)
Loving God, in and out of season, in times of poverty and prosperity, in times of sorrow and joy, in times of war and in times of peace, you have been present with your people.
As we gather again at this time of remembrance, we recall those who gave their lives in war so that others might live in freedom and peace.
May they dwell in peace in your eternal presence.

We remember those whose bodies, minds, and souls are scarred by war and whose lives will forever bear the wounds of trauma, violence and loss.	
(Keep a brief silence)

We remember the continuing courage and sacrifice of the women and men who serve in the Canadian Armed Forces and their families.	
(Keep a brief silence)

We remember all those innocents who have been caught up in the world’s power struggles, those who have lost their homes and livelihoods, those who now seek safe refuge in other countries, and children who have no sense of security or hope for the future. 
(Keep a brief silence)

We remember those who make and keep peace here and around the world, and offer you thanks for those who work to shape just laws and tend the common good.  
(Keep a brief silence)

We remember God’s grace and care in time of need, conflict or crisis, whether between nations, within families, at the workplace or among friends.
(Keep a brief silence)

Let there be peace, Lord, and let it begin with us, with each of us.

We pray all of these prayers in the name of the Christ and we continue as we say together…

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, 
As it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen.

Hymn: #732 O Day of Peace

Commission and Benediction
May the God who made us, 
the Christ who mends us, 
and the Spirit who brings peace and life bless you and sustain you in every challenge and commitment.

Retrieval of the Colours

#834 God Save The King
God save our gracious king
Long live our noble king
God save the king
Send him victorious
Happy and glorious
Long to reign over us
God save the king
