Revington 2

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Worship: February 20, 2022 

Prelude
•Welcome and Announcements 

Welcome! Grace and peace to you all who are worshipping God with us today. This is Sunday,
February 20, 2022. Rev. Soong will be back from his vacation next week. 
The Session of St. Andrew’s decided to resume in-person worship from Feb. 27, regulations
permitting.
St. Andrew’s 150th Anniversary Coffee Mugs and 2022 Presbyterian Calendars are on sale. Please message Anne or your district elder. 
Worship volunteers are always welcome! 
This week, once again, the St. Andrew’s Virtual Choir will be performing near the end of the service.
We are very excited to showcase some artwork by children from St. Andrew’s today. We asked them to do artwork about what they think of when they think of “church.”
Thank you for your continuing support with your gifts. As we offer our gifts to the Lord, let us
give our hearts and our lives to the Lord as well. May God be in the centre of your hearts.
As we come into the presence of our God, let us calm down our hearts and minds,
and focus on our Lord.



• Call to Worship 
One: Take delight in the Lord
All: For God listens to our prayers.

One: Trust in the Lord
All: For God will give us strength.

One: Come, let us commit our ways to the Lord.
All: Let us worship the One who is our refuge in any time of trouble. 


• Prayers of Adoration and Confession 
You have gathered your people in faithfulness throughout many generations. You have offered your blessing to us through their examples and led the Church through many changes and challenges by your Spirit. Draw near to us this day to guide us in these uncertain times. 
Renew us through your steadfast love so that we may dare to trust our future to you. All praise and honour are yours, O God, Source, Saviour and Spirit of Life.

Gracious God, you test the mind and search the heart, so you know the thoughts and intentions we keep hidden. Help us as the church witness to your truth and be a loving community. Trusting in your wisdom and mercy, we confess the ways we have failed to love one another, the times we looked the other way when someone needed help, and the ways our actions betrayed your goodness. Forgive us for missing opportunities to share your love and carrying grudges that keep us from offering the forgiveness we hope for. Renew us with your mercy to become more merciful to others we meet, in the example of Christ our Lord. Let us pray as you taught us:


Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

 Words of Assurance 
Hear and believe the good news: anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life is gone, and new life has begun. Trust that you are forgiven by God’s generous love and have the courage to forgive one another for Christ’s sake. 

Prayer for Illumination 
God of wisdom, your Word brings life and hope. By the power of your Spirit, open our minds to understanding, teach our hearts to love, and strengthen our wills to follow Jesus, your Living Word. Amen.








Scripture: 3 John 1:1-12 (NRSV)
1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.
2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, just as it is well with your soul. 3 I was overjoyed when some of the friends arrived and testified to your faithfulness to the truth, namely how you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear that my children are walking in the truth.
5 Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the friends, even though they are strangers to you; 6 they have testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on in a manner worthy of God; 7 for they began their journey for the sake of Christ, accepting no support from non-believers. 8 Therefore we ought to support such people, so that we may become co-workers with the truth.
9 I have written something to the church; but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing in spreading false charges against us. And not content with those charges, he refuses to welcome the friends, and even prevents those who want to do so and expels them from the church.
11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil but imitate what is good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God. 12 Everyone has testified favorably about Demetrius, and so has the truth itself. We also testify for him, and you know that our testimony is true.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “What the Church Is Like” 
Here’s a true story: there was once a young woman in London named Emma Perrier. One time, she found a man on an online dating website; he had an attractive face.[footnoteRef:1] They exchanged messages for close to a year without meeting in person, though she had romantic interest in him. Then, she became suspicions. She discovered that the man she’d been messaging all this time wasn’t the man in the photo; it was a man considerably older than her, who’d been using photos from a handsome model, pretending they were him—pretending to be someone else for his own suspect reasons. This was a traumatic discovery for her. Perrier contacted the real man in the photos to warn him about how his likeness was being misused. The real man in the photo was a Turkish model named Adem Guzel; when he heard her story, he wrote back to her. And something unexpected happened. After the situation was cleared up, she and Guzel stayed in touch. In fact, they fell in love and started a real relationship. As one author summarizes:  [1:  For the story that follows, see Liz Ditty, God’s Many Voices: Learning to Listen, Expectant to Hear (Franklin, TN: Worthy Books, 2018), 47-48. ] 

Emma had to try to forget everything she thought she knew about Adem’s face and get to know the real Adem. Over time, they fell for each other—for the real each other … Emma went from loving the picture of Adem to being much more deeply in love with the man of her dreams, the really real Adem.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Ibid., 48. ] 


	Author Liz Ditty compares this story to her own encounter with the Bible. She grew up in a church with cult-like characteristics. And she writes: “The church in which I grew up prided itself on being more biblical than anyone else.”[footnoteRef:3] But she adds:  [3:  Ibid. ] 

The Bible had the attractive trait of being God’s perfect words, but in my church those words were animated by men who wanted power and loyalty. Those men quoted Scripture to justify women wearing veils in public and being mistreated by their husbands in private …. They quoted Scripture to solicit money for the church’s special projects that never happened.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Ibid., 49.  ] 


	When Ditty was older, she read the Bible for herself. And she says: “Just as Emma was surprised that her Turkish model in a black leather jacket was real and quite charming, I was surprised when I started to read the Bible without commentary and interpretation by my church.”[footnoteRef:5] Ditty adds: “The Bible was even better—more real and more engaging—than the words I thought I knew. God’s words in the Bible are fantastically beautiful. They had been seriously misrepresented to me for a long time.”[footnoteRef:6] Ditty also remarks that she felt like Emma must have felt the first time she contacted the real Adem because she “wanted to tell God that someone was using His name and face to fool people.”[footnoteRef:7]  [5:  Ibid. ]  [6:  Ibid. ]  [7:  Ibid. ] 

	Now, in the 2016 film Silence (based on the book by Shüsaku Endō), award-winning movie star Andrew Garfield played the role of Sebastião Rodrigues—a Jesuit priest. As actors do, Garfield spent a year preparing for the role where he decided he was going to live like a Jesuit. He was guided by a real Jesuit and followed the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola—a set of prayers and devotions written by the 16th century founder of the Jesuits. Garfield wasn’t religious. He didn’t grow up in the church. But this experience changed his life. Later, in an interview, Brendan Busse asked Garfield what the most memorable part of the experience was. When Garfield heard the question, Busse recalls: “as if the question had brought him back into the experience itself, he [Garfield] smiled widely and said: ‘What was really easy was falling in love with this person, was falling in love with Jesus Christ. That was the most surprising thing.’” Busse adds that Garfield “fell silent at the thought of it, clearly moved to emotion.” When thinking of how he had lived and prayed like a Jesuit, Garfield reflected further, and said: “I felt so bad for [Jesus] and angry on his behalf when I finally did meet him, because everyone has given him such a bad name … And he has been used for so many dark things.”[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Brendan Busse, “Andrew Garfield Played a Jesuit in Silence, but He Didn’t Expect to Fall in Love with Jesus,” America: The Jesuit Review, 10 January 2017, https://www.americamagazine.org/arts-culture/2017/01/10/andrew-garfield-played-jesuit-silence-he-didnt-expect-fall-love-jesus (accessed 14 February 2022).  ] 

	Indeed, our Scripture reading today shows that problems in the church aren’t new—and drive people out of the church when the church doesn’t reflect the real Jesus. Our reading is from 3 John—one of the shortest books in the Bible. This book was likely written by the same author as the Gospel of John. Here, in 3 John 1:2, in the words of the New American Standard Bible translation, John says that he wishes for his friend’s “good health, just as your soul prospers.” The American Presbyterian minister Arnold H. Lowe was struck by how John is assuming his friend’s soul is doing well, while wishing for his physical health; how many Christians today keep the same attention on their soul?[footnoteRef:9] Then, John moves to weightier matters. There was a man in one of the early churches named Diotrephes who, according to John, liked “to put himself first” and didn’t respect the apostle’s authority (3 John 1:9). John complains that Diotrephes was “spreading false charges against us” (3 John 1:10). In 3 John 1:10, John continues: “And not content with those charges, he refuses to welcome the friends, and even prevents those who want to do so and expels them from the church” (3 John 1:10). In short, Diotrephes’s difficult personality was making people leave. The church was failing people. Granted, in verse 12, John speaks more favourably of another figure in the church named Demetrius, who seems to have been everything a church leader should be (3 John 1:12).  [9:  Arnold Hilmar Lowe, When God Moves In (New York: Harper, 1952), 57. ] 

Even so, like Diotrephes, important Christians fail. Many have done things far worse than him. The problem goes across denominations. There have been well-documented abuse scandals in the Catholic Church involving children. The most influential Mennonite theologian of the twentieth century was a man named John Howard Yoder; now, Mennonite scholars and theologians struggle with how to read his writings and the shadow they cast over Mennonite theology—now that it’s known that he was a sexual predator. The Roman Catholic theologian Jean Vanier wrote books and earned much admiration for founding the organization L’Arche—which worked with people who had developmental disabilities. But he also was also an abuser. Similar to Vanier, the Indian-born evangelical Ravi Zacharias wrote many books on Christianity and helped guide many people to faith, but charges of widespread sexual misconduct from many different women surfaced after his death in 2020, causing the ministry organization he founded to rename itself. Since 2018, similar allegations surfaced regarding Bill Hybels—the founder of Willow Creek Community Church, one of the most successful megachurches in the United States. I can go on and on. These are only examples that came to prominence in the last decade. 
Sometimes, the things that drive people from the church are from direct personal experience. I once invited a friend to a piano concert at a church in Hamilton and she told me she couldn’t set foot in any church; her parents had been in an abusive cult when she was young that turned her off any religious institutions. Many people have been put off Jesus and the Bible by negative associations with the church and religion. 
	 It’s not a new thing for people to be disillusioned by the failures of religious institutions. It could be because of something they see in the church’s history—like the Crusades or its treatment of Indigenous Peoples. Or, in the 1820s and 1830s, in England, a book called the Black Book and a later volume called The Extraordinary Black Book sold thousands and thousands of copies; these works catalogued many corrupt and scandalous practices in the church of the time—including its use of property and finances—and filled many English people with disillusionment about the Church, even if they didn’t lose their faith.[footnoteRef:10] For people already outside the faith, it’s harder still. An Indian philosopher named Bara Dada once remarked, “Jesus is ideal and wonderful, but you Christians—you are not like him.”[footnoteRef:11] Another Hindu lecturer commented: “if you Christians would live like Jesus Christ, India would be at your feet to-morrow.”[footnoteRef:12] Elsewhere, when discussing the church, the 19th century English historian James Anthony Froude wrote cynically that,  [10:  See the discussion in Alec R. Vidler, The Church in an Age of Revolution: 1789 to the Present Day, rev. ed., The Pelican History of the Church 5 (Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1971), 46; L. E. Elliott-Binns, Religion in the Victorian Era (Greenwich, CT: The Seabury Press, 1936), 41.  ]  [11:   E. Stanley Jones, The Christ of the Indian Road, 6th ed. (New York: The Abingdon Press, 1925), 114.]  [12:  Ibid. ] 

if an institution with such a history behind it is an exceptional instrument to bear witness 
to God’s existence; if it be the voice through which alone He speaks to man, and makes known His nature and His will; then the attempt to understand this world, and what goes on it, had better be abandoned in despair.[footnoteRef:13]   [13:  James Anthony Froude, Short Studies on Great Subjects, vol. 4 (London: Longmans, Green & Co, 1893), 360.  ] 


	Only slightly more positively, the Anglican theologian Alec R. Vidler wrote that the reason the churches kept “as much ground as they have” was “less in their own inherent vitality than in the non-emergence of any satisfying alternative to them.”[footnoteRef:14] In other words, for all its flaws, the church is where truth can be found and secular society still hasn’t found anything satisfying to replace it. Still, as was the case with Liz Ditty’s account, sometimes supposed Christians are like the imposter on the dating website—they claim to represent Jesus, but don’t offer the real thing. (Next slide.)    [14:  Vidler, The Church in an Age of Revolution, 283. ] 

	Now, Sir Kenneth Grubb was an English public servant who was deeply involved with missionary organizations. Yet in the late 1920s, when he was connected to the Worldwide Evangelisation Crusade, he recalls: “I was particularly concerned over the feuding and in-fighting.”[footnoteRef:15] Grubb adds: “I had imagined that an organisation directed by pious people would be above all this. I had thought there would be no room for prejudice and favouritism in a group devoted to proclaiming the Gospel to the ends of the Earth. It was a shock to learn that I was quite mistaken.”[footnoteRef:16] Yet Grubb concluded: “Since then I have learned that those who feel and believe deeply are often difficult to deal with. Holy people on holy tasks are unholily quarrelsome.”[footnoteRef:17] Granted, Grubb noted that this sort of thing inevitably happens not just in religious circles, but also in business and professional situations.[footnoteRef:18] In other words, in a fallen world, disagreements and personal conflicts happen wherever human beings are present.  [15:  Kenneth Grubb, Crypts of Power: An Autobiography (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1971), 52. ]  [16:  Ibid. ]  [17:  Ibid. ]  [18:  Ibid. ] 

Similarly, the American missionary and historian Kenneth Scott Latourette reflected that there was a time when he began to question his faith, because, as he put it, “I had come to see something of the seamy side of ecclesiastical and official religious life and found myself wondering whether Christianity was confirmed by its fruits.”[footnoteRef:19] He asked himself: “What, if any, real difference could be demonstrated between the lives of professed Christians and agnostics in academic circles and the world at large?”[footnoteRef:20] Latourette says: “Among presumably sincere Christians I found self-seeking for position and prestige, often rationalized as orthodoxy or liberalism.”[footnoteRef:21] Nonetheless, although it took time, Latourette came to have a personal experience of God.[footnoteRef:22] Then, he discovered something else. He writes: “I came to know men and women, both in humble walks of life and in high ecclesiastical and academic posts, who clearly bore ‘the fruits of the Spirit’ and under great stress both maintained their Christian faith and grew in it.”[footnoteRef:23] But there’s another part of his story to consider. Over time, his historical investigations led him to conclude that the life of Jesus was reliable history—and that the evidence suggested he rose from the dead.[footnoteRef:24] And this is a key point: for if Jesus rose, the truth of this fact overrides any difficult experiences with particular churches or Christians—however difficult they might be. If Simon Peter saw the risen Christ, even if there were moments in the months and years that followed where Peter failed—and was short-tempered and difficult—the truth of what he saw remained. Paul wasn’t always the easiest person to get along with, but he claimed he saw the risen Christ. And if Christ is risen, this truth stands above the failings of the church. (Next slide.)  [19:  Kenneth Scott Latourette, Beyond the Ranges: An Autobiography (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1967), 71. ]  [20:  Ibid., 71-72.]  [21:  Ibid., 72. ]  [22:  Ibid., 72-73. ]  [23:  Ibid, 73. ]  [24:  Ibid., 73-74. ] 

 	Now, when the Catholic theologian Avery Dulles joined the church, he found that, in his words, “my conversion had scarcely begun.”[footnoteRef:25] He explains how, beforehand, he envisioned that, as a new Christian, he would suddenly “embark upon a heroic course of action” now that he had converted; in other words, that he would suddenly transform into a super holy and almost perfect person.[footnoteRef:26] But he admits: “In this I was wrong, totally wrong. One’s human nature remains, and with it all the tendencies of pride and selfishness which faith condemns.”[footnoteRef:27] Dulles elaborated that “my faith, strong as it is, has penetrated only a small portion of my mind” and also wrote:  [25:  Avery Dulles, A Testimonial to Grace and Reflections on a Theological Journey, 50th Anniversary Ed. (Kansas City: Sheed & Ward, 1996), 91. ]  [26:  Ibid. ]  [27:  Ibid. ] 

My natural sentiments are almost completely unbaptized. When I am insulted, anger and indignation rise within me as strongly as they did before. When delayed, I am impatient. When treated unjustly, I revile and do not bless … Any heathen with a spark of natural goodness can put me to shame in matters of tact and human warmth.[footnoteRef:28]     [28:  Ibid., 91-92. ] 


In spite of these words, Dulles cautions that this did not mean that his faith was “void and unprofitable.”[footnoteRef:29] Rather, in an observation applying to all types of churches, he tells non-believers not to be scandalized by the failings of him and his fellow Catholics; Dulles says to non-believers: “Our human faults, the whole burden of fallen nature, remain with us as much as with you. Your conduct is often more praiseworthy than ours.”[footnoteRef:30] Even so, Dulles also says: “The sufficiency of which we seem to boast so much lies not in ourselves, but in Christ.”[footnoteRef:31] Ultimately, Dulles believed that, in his words, “to advance in the life of grace is to become more childlike, more conscious of one’s own littleness and ineffectiveness and of the bigness and strength of God.”[footnoteRef:32] For him, this was the way forward in the Christian life—but he had seen first-hand that converting did not automatically make someone more righteous and holy, but with God’s grace, it was like a life-long process. Where does this leave us? [29:  Ibid., 92. ]  [30:  Ibid. ]  [31:  Ibid. ]  [32:  Ibid., 93-94. ] 

In one of his works, the second-century Christian theologian Clement of Alexandria shared what he says is a true story about one of the leaders in the Early Church.[footnoteRef:33] On his travels, this Christian leader—an older man—came upon a young boy with no family. The old man had to travel to another city to continue proclaiming the Gospel, so he asked a subordinate local bishop to raise and baptize this boy. Time passed. The boy drifted away and began keeping the wrong company; he became the leader of a gang of robbers and bandits. The old man who originally found the boy eventually visited this community again. He met with the bishop and told him, “return the deposit that Christ and I left in your keeping with the church as witness.” (Next slide.) The bishop didn’t immediately understand what he meant, so then the old man clarified that he was asking about the young lad. In tears, the bishop said, “He is dead.” “How did he die?” asked the man. And the bishop replied: “He is dead to God. He turned out vile and debauched: an outlaw. Now he is in the mountains, not the church, with an armed gang of men like himself.” Hearing this, the old man tore his clothes, and, in spite of his advanced age, he rode out to meet the bandits, asking to see their leader. And when the young leader of the bandits recognized the old man who had found him, the young man “turned and fled in shame.” And, as Clement narrates, the old man “ran after him as hard as he could, forgetting his age, and calling out, ‘Why are you running away from me, child,”—for he was “unarmed and old.” He spoke to the boy like he was his son. The old man went on: “Pity me, child, don’t fear me! I will give account to Christ for you and, if necessary, gladly suffer death and give my life for yours as the Lord suffered death for us.” Soon after, the young man looked down, and, dropping his weapons, he began to weep. The young man wrapped his arms around the old man and begged for forgiveness. Clement ends his account like this: the old man “led him back and did not leave him until—through prayer, fasting, and instruction—he had restored him to the church: a great example of true repentance and regeneration, the trophy of a visible resurrection.” This story was well-known by the second century. If it’s true, the old man in the story was the disciple John—the same man who wrote the epistle we read this morning and the Gospel of John. This is what devoted church leaders can do: by showing love, they can turn lives around. John did something important: he treated the lad like family. He addressed the boy like it was his own child; indeed, John did the same thing in our epistle this morning too, speaking of “my children” in verse 4.          [33:  Quoted in Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 3. 23. See Eusebius, The Church History: A New Translation with Commentary, trans. Paul L. Maier (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 1999).  ] 

Now, a Harvard chaplain named Jeffrey Barneson once compared joining the church to what happens when two people get married. As Barneson puts it: 
In the same way that weddings link together families that previously may have had nothing in common, Christians are, for better or worse, joined with other believers. Warts and all, they are the people who have identified with Jesus, and they are, in very practical ways, my people.[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  Jeffrey Barneson, “Conversion: One Journey Outside the Gate,” in Finding God at Harvard: Spiritual Journeys of Thinking Christians, edited by Kelly Monroe Kullberg (Downer’s Grove, Illinois: IVP Books, 2007), 225. ] 


	As Barneson said, to join the church is to join a family—as previously unrelated people become part of the same family at a wedding; new brothers and sisters-in law are made. Granted, in some families, there are relatives and in-laws who are hard to get along with or have strange political views. Sometimes, the same thing happens in the family of the church: the in-laws don’t get along, so to speak. (Next slide.) Despite this, for both churches and extended families, while there are unfortunate exceptions, when they do work and come together, they have one important thing in their favour: someone you already love deeply loves at least one of these people already, and vice-versa, at least one of these people deeply loves someone who you already love. And, in functional families, that’s as good a starting point as any: people brought together because of someone they already love. At a wedding, it’s the bride or groom. In the church, it’s Jesus Christ; ultimately, we’re here because we claim to love Jesus, just as he loves each of us. Maybe you’ve gone to a wedding where you made small talk with someone you’ve never met and asked them how they know the bride or groom. And then maybe that person told you something you’d never heard about the bride or groom—and you learned how that person impacted someone else’s life. And then you have a story of your own about how you know them and your interactions over the years. This is what the church is like with Jesus. And while, metaphorically, many churches have difficult in-laws, the church is at its best when the people remember this shared commonality—who they love—and let this knowledge guide their actions with others. The ideal church is not defined by having perfect people; it’s defined by having people who are gathered together in holy worship each week because of their shared love—for someone who they know loves them.      
	Where does this leave us? The Anglican theologian Michael Green writes that “the New Testament is very clear that the gates of hell will not be able to withstand the advance of the Church. History during the past 2,000 years shows the truth of that prediction. For all its failure, corruption and sin, the Church continues to grow in numbers …”[footnoteRef:35] Green adds: “As I look at it, I am often appalled by the mess, and yet in a paradoxical way that only serves to increase my confidence in God’s purpose for the Church. If it were not a divinely ordained (and preserved) society, it would have packed up centuries ago, so massive are its gaffes and failures.”[footnoteRef:36] And, drawing on the language of Ephesians 5:27, Green concludes that the Church is the bride of Christ, and “at the end of time he will present it ‘without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish’ to the Father. That is the ultimate ‘tomorrow’ for the Church.”[footnoteRef:37] And Green is right. Ephesians 5 depicts Christ as the head and husband of the Church, and says: “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, in order to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the word,  so as to present the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27). It’s up to us be like Demetrius but not Diotrephes. It’s up to our community to present Christ and the Bible to the world—but the real thing, not like the man who impersonated the model before Emma Perrier found the real Adem. The church can turn lives around, as the disciple John himself did. So, what is living in the global church like? As members of the church, we’re members of Christ’s family—disparate people united by the one we love. It means being part of one family with people all over the world, the family of Christ and his bride—even if there are some difficult in-laws out there sometimes. Amen.     [35:  Michael Green, Adventures of Faith: Reflections on Fifty Years of Christian Service (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001), 388. ]  [36:  Ibid. ]  [37:  Ibid. ] 

Prayers of the People 
Let us pray. God of all life: you created us and set us in relationship with each other in families and neighbourhoods, in churches, in communities and countries, in cultures and nations. 
There are so many pressures we face today, so many problems without simple solutions. Draw near to anyone who is struggling in economic difficulty, and all those burdened by challenges to their health and happiness—and those caring for them. Guide us all through the changing face of the pandemic and support all those who are finding the stress overwhelming.
Ease conflicts in homes, workplaces, and communities. Inspire solutions that express mutual respect and deeper understanding. Help us share with others the hope we find in your presence. 
God of mercy and forgiveness, you call us to live together in peace and unity. We pray for our neighbourhoods and the nations of this world. Where people are divided and bitterness turns into resentment, show us how to work for reconciliation. Where violence and fear turn neighbour against neighbour, or nation against nation. equip leaders to work for justice that will bring peace. Help us build a world where children enjoy a future filled with good health and happiness.
Send your Spirit to equip our congregation with skill and resilience to weather the challenges the pandemic has brought for our life together. Strengthen friendships, new and old, and make us a source of encouragement and connection to each other. Help us be a loving community—or even like a family—that witnesses to you. Help each one of us find a place and a purpose in our mission and ministry. Amen. 

Offering & Dedication 
Invitation to the Offering/Prayer of Dedication


God is the source of all goodness. Through our offering, we express our thanks for every good thing we enjoy, and we share good things with those in need. Be generous, as God is generous, so that the world may know that God is good.
God of generous love, we bring our gifts with grateful hearts, for we have received so much through your kindness. Bless our gifts, and use them to touch lives in situations we cannot even imagine with your love. Make us a blessing in our community for the sake of Christ, our Friend and Saviour. Amen. 

• Song for the Journey –Hymn #475, “I Am the Church! You are the Church!”

We Serve
• Benediction
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. Amen. 

Postlude 
