
151st Synod of Southwestern Ontario
The Presbyterian Church in Canada

Friday, October 18, 2024, 1:00 pm (via Zoom)

DRAFT Minutes

1. Time and Place
The 151st meeting of the Synod of Southwestern Ontario met using Zoom technology on Friday,
October the eighteenth at one o'clock in the afternoon in the year of our Lord, two thousand twenty-four.

2. Opening Worship and Land Acknowledgement
Moderator Mikal Schomburg opened the meeting with a service of worship. Theresa McDonald-Lee
offered an acknowledgment of the traditional territories on which our Synod rests.

3. Constitution of the Court
The Moderator constituted the meeting and declared it competent to deal with the business coming
before it.

4. Roll of Synod and Regrets
Commissioners Present

Presbytery of Essex-Kent
Andy Cornell (Minister)

Presbytery of Grey-Bruce-Maitland
Ed Hoekstra, Deb Stanbury (Ministers)

Presbytery of Hamilton
Sandy Copland Dufour, Kyle Dore, Susan Kerr (Ministers);
David Jamieson, Lynn Krusto, Douglas Needham (Elders).

Presbytery of Huron-Perth
Rob Congram, Marc Fraser (Ministers); Helen Dowd, Don Wickenheiser (Elders)

Presbytery of Lambton-West Middlesex
Rebecca Roushorne Lau (Minister); Don Burnard (Elder).

Presbytery of London
Jon Van Den Berg, Gord Brown, David Clark, Amanda MacMillan (Ministers);
Mary Macdonald, Lori Weaver (Elders)

Presbytery of Niagara
Adam Bartha, Ken MacQuarrie (Ministers);
Les Fincham, Joyce Harrison, Robert Young (Elders).

Presbytery of Paris
Mikal Schomburg, Joel Sherbino (Ministers); Juanita Dorland, Murray Park (Elders).

Commissioner Regrets
Anne-Marie Jones (Presbytery of Grey-Bruce-Maitland),
Trish Archibald (Presbytery of Niagara)

Ken MacQuarrie moved, seconded by Gord Brown, that the roll of the 151st Synod of Southwestern
Ontario be the commissioners as received by the Clerk. CARRIED.

___________________________________
Rev. Ken MacQuarrie, Synod Clerk 2024.10.18 - 151st Synod of Southwestern Ontario - Minutes - page 1



151st Synod of Southwestern Ontario Friday, October 18, 2024, 1:00 pm (via Zoom)

5. Introduction and Welcome of Guests

Guests: Gwen Ament, Brad Knight (Synod Treasurer), Judy MacIntosh (WMS Synodical President),
Theresa McDonald-Lee (Director, Camp Kintail), Robert Royal, Martin Wehrmann

6. Election and Installation of the Moderator

Deb Stanbury moved, seconded by Jon Van Den Berg, that the name of the Rev. Dr. Ed Hoekstra,
Presbytery of Grey-Bruce-Maitland, be placed in nomination for Moderator of the 151st Synod of
Southwestern Ontario. CARRIED.

The Moderator was installed with prayer by the outgoing Moderator, Mikal Schomburg.

The Moderator then continued with the business of the Synod.

7. Reports of the Standing Committees

a. Synod Executive Report, including agenda, minutes of the last Synod meeting, hours of meeting,
correspondence, etc.

The following four motions were moved by consent:
Ken MacQuarrie moved, seconded by Susan Kerr, that:
- the agenda for the 151st Synod as circulated be adopted and that all associated reports be
received and considered.
- the hours of meeting be those as outlined in the agenda.
- the committee to advise the Moderator be the past Moderator and Clerk.
- the minutes of the 150th Synod be adopted as circulated. CARRIED.

Correspondence
The attention of the court was drawn to a letter from Rev. John Borthwick, Director of the Centre
for Lifelong Learning at Knox College, sharing about the newly developed Ministry Forum
website. - see appendix 1 (page 6)

The attention of the court was drawn to a letter from Rev. Dr. Roland De Vries, Principal of
Presbyterian College, sharing about upcoming Lay Leadership Formation Workshops at the
college. - see appendix 2 (page 7)

The attention of the court was drawn to a letter from Rev. Lois Whitwell, Clerk, Presbytery of
Hamilton: request re: changing of Presbytery boundaries to accommodate shared ministry
between Kirkwall Presbyterian Church and Knox, Crieff. - see appendix 3 (page 8)

Susan Kerr moved, seconded by Kyle Dore, that power to issue be granted to the Synod
Executive Committee re: changing of Presbytery boundaries to accommodate potential shared
ministry between Kirkwall Presbyterian Church and Knox Crieff. CARRIED.
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Review of Presbytery Minutes
Because Synod is happening via conferencing software, Presbytery Clerks have been asked to
exchange Minutes for review and report to the Clerk of Synod.

Kyle Dore moved, seconded by Jon Van Den Berg, that the minutes of the Presbyteries of
Hamilton, London, Niagara & Paris be attested as neatly and correctly kept. CARRIED.

It was noted that minutes from the Presbyteries of Essex-Kent, Grey-Bruce-Maitland,
Huron-Perth & Lambton-West Middlesex had not yet been received.

Kyle Dore moved, seconded by Jon Van Den Berg, that the Synod Executive Committee be
given power to issue regarding any attestations of minutes received following the Synod
meeting. CARRIED.

Regional Resourcing Grant
The 150th Synod agreed to apply for the 2024 and 2025 Regional Resourcing Grant from
Canadian Ministries of $61,000 (each year) in support of the Director of Camp Kintail. The
applications were approved.

Mikal Schomberg moved, seconded by Susan Kerr, that the Synod of Southwestern Ontario
apply to Canadian Ministries for the Regional Resourcing grant of $61,000 for 2026.

CARRIED.

Business Arising from the Minutes (none)

Notice of Motion
As the Standing Orders were last updated in 2021, they are due for review. The Executive will
consider proposed adjustments in the coming year and report to the 152nd Synod of
Southwestern Ontario. The following notice of motion was shared: I will move or cause to be
moved at a future meeting of the Synod of Southwestern Ontario that revisions to the Standing
Orders be adopted.

b. Camp Kintail Board - Rob Congram, Convenor
The Camp Kintail Board report was presented and discussed. - see appendix 4 (page 9)

c. Camp Kintail Director - Theresa McDonald-Lee, Director
Theresa McDonald-Lee presented the Director’s report and shared a slideshow about the past
year at Camp Kintail. - see appendices 5 & 6 (page 10 & 13)

d. Creative Ministries - Jon Van Den Berg, Convenor
The report from the Creative Ministries Committee was presented and discussed.

- see appendices 7, 8 & 9 (page 18, 20 & 21)

Jon Van Den Berg moved, seconded by Mikal Schomberg, that Huron Feathers ministry receive
$15,000.00 for 2025, as requested by their Board. CARRIED.

Jon Van Den Berg moved, seconded by Mikal Schomberg, that $5,000.00 be granted to Brock
University chaplaincy for 2025. CARRIED.
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Jon Van Den Berg moved, seconded by Mikal Schomberg, that $5,000.00 be granted to
McMaster University chaplaincy for 2025. CARRIED.

Jon Van Den Berg moved, seconded by Mikal Schomberg, that the Creative Ministries
Committee be given a budget of $400.00 for miscellaneous expenses and/or travel for an
in-person meeting in 2025. CARRIED.

Jon Van Den Berg moved, seconded by Mikal Schomberg, that the Creative Ministries
Committee be given a Committee budget of $1,500.00 for educational and awareness events in
2025. CARRIED.

e. Treasurer’s Report and Budget - Brad Knight, Treasurer
The financial statements for 2024 and the budget for 2025 were presented.

- see appendix 10 (page 25)

Susan Kerr moved, seconded by Deb Stanbury, that the Synod Financial Statements for 2023 be
approved. CARRIED.

Discussion was shared about the financial strains congregations are facing as numbers continue
to decline. The Synod Assessment was reduced by $5,000 for 2024 and by a further $5,000 for
2025 in an effort to help accommodate this shift. The Synod Executive Committee was
encouraged to reflect on the need for accumulated reserves and what amount would be helpful
for the ongoing work of Synod.

Marc Fraser moved that the Synod budget for 2025 be approved and that the Creative Ministries
Committee withdraw their allotments from their financial reserves. There was no seconder and
so the motion fell.

Susan Kerr moved, seconded by Jon Van Den Berg, that the Synod Budget for 2025 be approved.
CARRIED.

f. Leading With Care & Sexual Abuse and Harrassment Team

Jon Van Den Berg moved, seconded by Don Burnard, that the Camp Kintail Board be named to
serve as the Leading With Care & Sexual Abuse and Harrassment Team. CARRIED.

g. Synod Staff Personnel Task Force

Susan Kerr moved, seconded by Jon Van Den Berg, that the Clerk, Moderator, and Camp Kintail
Board Chair be named to the Synod Staff Personnel Task Force. CARRIED.

8. WMS Greetings - Judy MacIntosh, Synodical President
Judy MacIntosh shared about the work and activities of the WMS within the Synod. A brief discussion
was shared about the important work of WMS among congregations.
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9. Committee to Nominate Standing Committees - General Assembly
Susan Kerr has taken on the role of Synod Representative to the General Assembly Committee to
Nominate Standing Committees upon Mike Burns being unable to fulfill his term. There may be future
opportunity for the Synod to name a second representative.

Susan Kerr shared that, if anyone would like to serve on a committee of the national church, she can be
contacted at minister@burlingtoneast.net.

Jon Van Den Berg moved, seconded by Gord Brown, that the Synod Executive Committee be given
power to issue if another seat becomes available on the General Assembly Committee to Nominate
Standing Committees. CARRIED.

10. New Business (none)

11. Unfinished Business

Jon Van Den Berg moved, seconded by Mikal Schomberg, that the Synod Executive Committee be
empowered to deal with any unfinished business. CARRIED.

12. Adjournment and Prayer

Sandy Copland Dufour moved, seconded by Kyle Dore, that the meeting be adjourned. CARRIED.

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Moderator.

Next Meeting of Synod: Friday, October 17, 2025

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Rev. Ed Hoekstra, Moderator Rev. Ken MacQuarrie, Clerk
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APPENDIX #1 - Correspondence from Rev. John Borthwick, Director of the Centre for Lifelong
Learning at Knox College:
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APPENDIX #2 - Correspondence from Rev. Dr. Roland De Vries, Principal of Presbyterian College:
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APPENDIX #3 - Correspondence from Rev. Lois Whitwell, Clerk, Presbytery of Hamilton:

Received on October 15, 2024
Page 1 of 1
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APPENDIX #4 - Camp Kintail Board Report:
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APPENDIX #5 - Camp Kintail Director Report:
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APPENDIX #6 - Camp Kintail Financial Report:
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APPENDIX #7 - Creative Ministries:
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APPENDIX #8 - Creative Ministries - Huron Feathers Report
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APPENDIX #9 - Creative Ministries - McMaster Chaplaincy Report:
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APPENDIX #10 - Synod Finances and Budget:

(over…)
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