Private Devotion

&

Questions To Take With You

Here are a few points of reflection to take with you.

· What has been your experience of the miraculous?

· Do you question the miracles you encounter? Why? Why not? 

· What would it take, or what has it taken, for you to believe that Jesus rose from the grave?

· What do you think Jesus would have to do for you to believe more than you do right now?

· Have you ever thought about what has been shown to you already to help strengthen your faith? List those things, and reflect on them in your heart.

This is your time, and a grace from God.

Good Fishing, and God Bless    

Passages For our Study

1. Meeting 

A. Christ by the shoreline 

John 21:6-14

B. The call to go fishing 

Matthew 4:18-22 [Mark 1:16-20]

C. A meal of proof

Luke 24:36-43
2. Picking a spot

A. Fishing where you are told to fish

John 21:1-7

B. Living by the living water - The best spots

Ezekiel 47:8-11

C. The plague upon the water

Exodus 7: -25 [Psalm 105]

3. Casting Lines

A. Creation and Purpose

Genesis 1:26-31

B. Do unto others

Matthew 7:9-12 [Luke 11:11-13]

C. Catching & getting caught

Jeremiah 16:16-21

4. What to catch 

A. The big catch; getting caught

Jonah 1-2:10

B. A catch that pays for the license

Matthew 17:27-

C. Fishing because of what you are called 

Matthew 4:18-22 [Mark 1:16-20]
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“41And while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, 

He said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”” 

A meal of proof

Encounter the text:

You can expect God to do miraculous things at certain times. But often God simply shows up in your life and offers a moment of truth, God’s truth. 

· The disciples were gathered together talking about Jesus, but were startled by his sudden appearance. Have you had startling encounters with God?

· Jesus knew their hearts and settled the discomfort and confusion they were feeling. Do you feel God knows you in this way?

· Jesus proves to His disciples that he is both flesh and spirit. Why is that important for us?
· A piece of broiled fish proved that Jesus was full alive, not just spirit but alive in the flesh. What is there in your life that has helped you see the purpose in your faith?
Luke 24:36-43

36As they were saying this, Jesus himself stood among them. 37But they were startled and frightened, and supposed that they saw a spirit.

 38And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do questionings rise in your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; handle me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have.”

 41And while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, he said to them, 

“Have you anything here to eat?” 

42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before them.
Notes/Thoughts:__________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

Disbelieving for Joy

Vs. 41

   Jesus proved to his disciples that he was not a ghost, but that he was really alive by showing them his hands, feet and side, and they still did not believe. 

In the gospel of Luke [RSV] it reads they ‘disbelieved for joy’.

· What does this mean?

[NRSV] in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering

[MSGB] it seemed too good to be true.

[NLT] they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder

[YLT] while they are not believing from the joy, and wondering
What are the times in your life when what is true and has actually happened has been ‘too good to be true’ or has caused you to question your belief – in God or the miraculous – because you are so filled with joy and happiness?___________
_____________________________

Do you doubt joy? And question happiness? Why? _______________
_____________________________
_____________________________

