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The Books of Moses

 [The Law, Torah, the Pentateuch, the Covenants]

Genesis through to Deuteronomy are known as the books of Moses, the books of the Law, the Torah or the Pentateuch.


The Pentateuch simply means ‘five-volumed’ [a Greek term] and this name was given to this portion of scripture because it was often transcribed alone [without the prophets or other writings]. 


Torah is the Hebrew word for Law [literally ‘meaning’] and so it can be understood that both the history related in the first book of the Bible and the records and formation of laws in the following four books are all about the meaning and purpose of God’s chosen people [even those long lists of names are significant]. Much of Exodus – which introduces the Ten Commandments, or Decalogue [another Greek term] – and the vast portion of Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy are dedicated to the giving and the history of the application of God’s laws.


These books are also known as the books of the Bible that Moses [Books of Moses] wrote during the journey through the wilderness. Since the people were beginning to develop a sense of a national self, even without being on the land. This powerful identity is testified to several times through these books as the people come into the land of promise. However, given the structure of the books it is unlikely that Moses penned all of them, or even any of them. However, the words of Moses are a regular and key feature of the books, and had powerful influence in them.


Finally, the books contain the promises God made to human kind, from Adam at creation through Noah, Abraham, Moses and the tribes of Israel. Expanding from God’s promises, and examples showing how God fulfilled the promises, are the laws and the application of the laws. These laws are the human requirement of the covenant between God and human kind.

For reflection: What does covenant mean?



What does it mean for you?

Genesis


The first book of the Bible begins with the words:

“In the beginning . . .” 
And that is what Genesis means. 

It is all about the beginnings. Most of what is debated about scripture comes from these first five books of the Bible, and of the five books it is Genesis that is most often debated. 


Genesis has three main stories, though some debate that there are four or perhaps several main narrative groups in the book. Knowing these groups can help you know where things are when you go looking for them in your own readings.

	Genesis

	Creation

[Genesis 1 – 5]

Generations

[Gen. 6 – 10]

Chosen and Promised

[Gen. 10 – 50]
	Adam & Eve

Adam, Eve & Cain and Abel

- The lineage of Adam

Noah and the Ark

Noah and the resettlement of the earth

Nimrod and the tower of Babel

- The lineage of Noah

i) Abram & Sarai

Abraham & Sarah [Lot] in Egypt

Abraham & Sarah & Lot in Canaan

Abraham & Sarah Hagar & Ishmael

Abraham & Sarah and Isaac

ii) Isaac and Rebekah
Isaac, Jacob and Esau

iii) Jacob[Israel], Rachel & the Twelve sons/tribes

iv) Joseph


To help answer the earlier reflection question; The first covenants are introduced in the book of Genesis. The covenants are major promises are made by God to human kind. Each covenant has a requirement from both God and human kind. Covenants are:

I) Creation – God’s provision and the requirement of humans to care for creation.

II) Preservation – God promises all people through Noah’s faithfulness and obedience that there will never be another flood to destroy the earth. The sign is the rainbow.

III) Progeny – Abraham receives the covenant from God that his genetic line will be preserved and nation will come from him. Lasting faithfulness to God is the righteousness God seeks.

There are other promises, or parts of this promise that can be found throughout the book of Genesis. These covenants become the basis for much of the laws of the next four books.

Exodus

The second book of the Bible is titled Exodus, focusing on the journey of the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, and the life and prophecy of Moses. It is written very much as a first person account, and may have been the result of a journal of the travels out from Egypt.

	Exodus

	Moses

Exodus

The Law and Faith


	A short history

Moses [2-3]

Moses vs. Pharoh [4-11]

The Exodus [12-19]

The Law – Ten Commandments [20]

                  Other laws [21-23]

The Ark, Tabernacle & Priests [24-31]

The journey in the wilderness, and the growth of the religious worship [32-40]


The law is introduced in the book of Exodus in relation to the people leaving Egypt and needing guidance and rules to help them fulfill their purpose as being God’s chosen people. The law is also a response of God’s people to the promises of God’s covenants. God makes a new covenant with Moses and the people to be present with them, symbolized by the miraculous signs [ten plagues, parting of the sea, pillars of fire and smoke, manna and quails] and the ark/tabernacle.


This is also the first detailed direction made about how the conduct and direction of religious behaviour should take place. It can be clearly seen that one aspect this text emphasizes is the difference between the poly-theists and the monotheistic Israelites. 

Leviticus

Moses, Aaron and Miriam are all of the tribe of Levi. Under Moses, in the book of Exodus, Aaron is given the duty of leading a religious order that is limited to only those of the family/tribe of Levi. The book of Leviticus has long lists of laws related mainly to the practice of worship and offering in the tabernacle. 

	Leviticus – the practice of the Tabernacle/Temple

	Offerings

The Priestly office

Food Laws

Laws 

The Priestly office

Laws

The Priestly office

Laws
	Dedication, Purification, Sin, Protection

[1-3]

Sin, Guilt and Sacrifice [4-7]

Ordination to Priesthood [8-9]

First Duties of the priest [10]

Food Laws [11]

Of Women and Birth [12]

Of skin ailments and cleanliness [13-14]

Of discharge, ejaculate, and a woman’s cycle [15]

Further stipulations of the priestly office [16-17]

Of sexual morality [18]

From ten commandments [19] 

Of sexual morality [20]

Marrying well [21-22]

Feasts and offerings [23]

From ten commandments [24-26]

Vows and Promises [26]


 
Mixed in with what is mostly a list of legal requirements by God through Moses are a few instances of the application of these laws arising from Moses’ judgments. These are the first known cases of president law being applied [rather than law applied on case-by-case basis]. This is an aspect of modern law in many places in the world.

Numbers

The book, Numbers, begins with a record of a census taken two years into the journey through the wilderness [the exodus]. So, the first four chapters are all about the process, the reasons for, and results of those censuses.  Much of the rest of the book is dedicated to a record of policies and directives given during the early part of the journey through the wilderness.


The book of Numbers is for many people, the hardest of the Bible books to read. When people attempt to read straight through the Bible they often find numbers cumbersome. However, in breaking it down to more simple and explainable units, the purpose of the book becomes more clear and more interesting. 


However, even in breaking up the book into themed groups, does not simplify the reading of these survey reports, or the explanations of certain laws.  


If we are to properly understand the use of the surveys/census, examine and compare them to what you find in the record of the sacrifices. These groups of numbers were very important to maintain a healthy level of food and also a record of the size of flocks and herds [national wealth]. This becomes very significant at the time the people of Israel move into their promised land and the designation of territories takes place. 


Basically, the book of Numbers is a record of the blessing and protection of God on the people of Israel in the physical count of Israel and its possession, even before it has a land to call its own.  

	Numbers – surveys and life of early Israel

	Early Surveys

The Priestly office

Laws

Survey

The Priestly office

Laws

The journey

Laws

International relations – a history

Survey

Laws

The journey

Laws
	Appointment of tribal heads & the count of the tribes, except Levi [1]

The ordering of the tribes and their numbers [2]

The count of the Levite clans [3]

The duties of the clans of Levi [4]

Examples of the law [5-6]

The Aaronic Blessing [6:24-26]

A Record of offerings [7]

The work of the priests [8]

A special Case re. Passover [9]

The mustering of the tribes [10]

Travels and travails [11-17]

The offenses of the priests [18]

Purity regarding death [19]

Conflicts [20-21]

Balak and Balaam [22-24]

Plagues on Israel [25]

Census after the plague [26]

Concerning inheritance [27]

Concerning offerings [28-29]

Concerning vows [30]

Conflicts [31]

Request by the Gadites and Reubenites [32]

A record of the whole journey [33]

The boundaries of the promised land [34]

Designation of cites and refuges [35]

Concerning inheritance [36]


Deuteronomy

Deuteronomy is the last of the books of the Law and weaves that last portion of this early history in with the foundational laws of the Israelites. The word Deuteronomy means secondary or appendium, or second writing. The word is first used as a title for this book in the Septuagint [Greek Old Testament] and may simply refer to the second presentation of the Ten Commandments [5:1-21] found in this book. However, this is also a record of the application of those laws and further laws. The title Deuteronomy covers both, and modern Bible translators retain it. The ancient Hebrew beginning to this book means “these words of Moses’ referring to the first line of the book.

In the book we see the fulfillment of the covenant made with the people through Moses of a return into the land promised to the descendants of Israel. There is a great deal said about the purpose in the long travel through the wilderness, and the history of Moses is brought to a conclusion.

	Deuteronomy - 

	History

The Prophecy of Moses

Laws

The Prophecy of Moses

Laws

The Prophecy of Moses

Laws

The Prophecy of Moses

Laws

The Prophecy of Moses

History
	The purpose of the exodus leading to the ten commandments [1-4]

The Ten Commandments [5]

The Sh’ma [6]

The promise and the commandments – about the covenant [7-9]

The making of the Ark of the Covenant [10] and the purpose of the law explained.

Recalling history and explaining laws/commandments [11-12]

Concerning false prophets and idolatry [13]

Food laws [14]

Law of Jubilee (of seven years) [15]

Festivals and the appointing of judges [16]

Judicial Process [17]

Provision for priests [18]

Promise of a Prophet/Messiah [18]

Murder, Refuge and process [19]

Of battles to come [20]

Laws regarding battle [21]

Laws regarding purity [22-24]

Laws regarding possessions and tithing [24-26]

Monuments and Alters/Markers [27]

Curses on those who break the law [27]

Promise of preservation [28]

Explaining the exodus [29]

Purpose of the commandments [30]

Moses announces his pending death [31]

Moses songs of prophecy [32-33]

The death of Moses [34]


The Books of History 

[Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther]  

 God’s promises to Adam, Noah, Abraham and his descendants, and finally to Moses all come together under the promise of God’s love. That is the everlasting covenant that sounds from the first lines telling us of human kind’s beginning, to human salvation by grace through faith in Christ.

  And as the people of God emerged from the refinement of the wilderness they are defined not by their history alone, but by the powerful purpose of being God’s chosen people; entering into a land that is more than filled with promise, it is their sign of God’s promise.

  The books which follow the first five books of the Bible continue the story of the nation of Israel, its thirteen tribes, and its struggle to live up to its purpose as God’s people.

  What is often a struggle in reading the books of history is first to follow the line of historical events. Also, these books of history often speak about the same events, each showing a slightly different view of what takes place, as the people of Israel are transformed from a wandering people into a nation.

Historical context

 Understanding some of the importance of what is going on around the people of Israel at the beginning of these historical accounts will hopefully put much of what happens in perspective.

  At the time that Israel leaves Egypt there are a few national groups or empires; Egypt being one and probably the most powerful. The Hittites in the north, the early Syrians in the north east, the Babylonians in the far east and many smaller city states scattered throughout the region with ties to one of the above empires. This is the same era that covers the fall of Troy and the gradual collapse of the Mycenaean [Greek] confederation. 

  What this basically means is that the region of Canaan, that the Israelites identify as their promised land lies right in the middle of all these competing empires [contentious ground]. Egypt, Syria, the Hittites and Babylon all have important roles as the people struggle against tremendous odds to create and hold onto the meeting ground of these empires. It is a central trade route for [east-west] commercial exchange, and is called by many historians the Fertile Crescent.
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Joshua 

  Moses has led the people from Egypt to the shores of the Jordan River and the Promised Land. There, at the end of his life, Moses hands over the responsibility of leadership to Joshua. It is Joshua’s duty to ensure that the people fulfill their promise. 

  The account is seen by many to be brutal in its detail and ruthless in its methods. You may agree with this [and I feel you are right]. The term holocaust is introduced in this book of the Bible. 

  As cultures struggled to establish themselves there was little to no room for treaties with close neighbours if they could be conquered and treaties existed between empires and not cities. There was no room for the accommodation of political contamination between national groupings [competing land claims]. If the people of Israel were to hold the land with any security in that environment the methods described would have been necessary.  

  Here is the account of a journey’s end and a nation’s beginning.

	Joshua

	Calling to Lead and to Follow 

Taking Possession of Promise

Completion and New Beginnings


	Joshua charged by God to lead [1]

Account of the spying of the land [2]

Entering the promised land [3&4]

Re-entering the covenant; circumcision [5]

Jericho and learning faithful conquest [6-11]

A full account of the conquest of the land [12]

The territories of the land [13-19]

Establishing cities of refuge [20]

The inheritance of the Levites [21]

The promise to the Reubenites and Gadites [22]

The final charge and blessing of Joshua [23-24]

- The promise of faithfulness by Israel [24:17-24] 
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Since much of what is being discussed in both Joshua and also in the rest of this section on the Historical books, here is a map showing – generally – the divisions of the land among the tribes of Israel

[see also p. ]

Judges

 Though we read in the book of Joshua that the land was entered and divided among the tribes of Israel, it appears that there was still some work left in the conquest of the nation. Certain historic heroic figures emerged in the midst of this struggle for control of the promised land. These individuals are known as the Judges.

  The book is the drawing together of many accounts, and they do not proceed completely in order [Shamgar, Samson, Ehud are all of about the same time]. The Judges are not so much legal lawyers as Commanders and Chief designated [recognized] at times of crisis. The Judges have a prophetic role in that they are to converse or be especially blessed by God in some way.

 This presents them presented in very heroic terms, and the style of writing may indicate that it comes from a bardic tradition [singers and song writers who would carry news from place to place in their songs]. This would seem to indicate that once the priestly officers/scribes – who looked after the writing in this period – heard the songs about the Judges they wrote down what they said [Judges 5].

  This is very interesting because in both the Greek and the Hittite Empires similar writings, or bardic compositions about heroic figures were being made around this same time.

	Judges 

	After Joshua

Othniel

Ehud

Shamgar

Deborah (and Barak)

Gideon (or Jerubbaal) 

Tola

Jair

Jephthah

Ibzan

Elon

Abdon

Samson


	The struggle in the land [1]

The office of the Judges [2:16-19]

The nations left to test Israel [2&3]

The battles and the song [4&5]

The least are the strongest [6&8]

The evil of Abimelech [9]

[Judges 10:1&2]

[Judges 10:3&4]

More trouble with Baals [10]

A story of an adventurer [11&12]

[Judges 12:8-10] 

[Judges 12:11&12]

[Judges 12:13-15]

The parents of a Judge [13]

The wife of Samson [14]

The deeds of Samson [15]

The fall of Samson [16]

The story of Micah [17, 18]

“In those days Israel had no King” [18-21]


The period described shows the effect of the blending of cultures, and not only how things can become diluted, but how truth becomes clear even if challenged for a while.

Ruth

  This is a very small book, and its key purpose is to establish the line of king David in an important heritage. Such histories are often important in order that the people will accept a ruler as authentic and one of their own. 

Though this book would have likely been written some time during the reign of David, it fits into the chronology of the history at about this point in the series of texts, during the time of the Judges. 

	Ruth

	
	Naomi & Ruth [1]

Boaz and his compassion [2]

The winning of Boaz [3]

The marriage of Boaz and Ruth [4]

The genealogy of King David [4:18]


1st Samuel

The book of Samuel begins to show the progression of the people of Israel into the contemporary political structures of their time. They had been up to this point a confederation of regions and people who came together at time of war or disaster to serve a common goal. They had no king, except they considered God to be their king. However, the ‘peer-pressure’ place on them by surrounding nations and the people’s own inability to work without a visible figurehead; Hence, the beginning of the kings. 

	1st Samuel

	Of Samuel

Of Saul

Of Saul and David
	Parents with hope [1]

The prayer of Hannah [2:1-10]

The training of Samuel and the sins of the sons of Eli [2:10ff]

The call of Samuel by God [3]

The capture of the Ark of the Covenant [4&5]

The return of the Ark [6]

Samuel wins as the last Judge of Israel [7]

The cry for a king [8]

Samuel meets Saul [9]

Saul is anointed [10]

The struggles with the Philistines [11-13]

The courage of Jonathan [14]

Saul disobeys the Lord [15]

Samuel anoints David/ Saul receives David into his service [16]

David and Goliath [17]

David and the household of Saul [18]

David is warned by Jonathan and escapes the household of Saul [19]

Saul pursues David [20-24]

Samuel dies [25:1]

David, Nabal and Abigail [25-26]

David lives with the Philistines [27]

Saul consults a medium (necromancer) [28]

David expelled from the Philistine army [29]

David and his men revenge Ziklag [30]

Saul commits suicide and Jonathan falls in battle.


The style of writing moves from remembered events being recorded to writing near first hand accounts or bardic reports of significant events. This style continues through 2nd Samuel as well.

2nd Samuel

  Once the narrative enters the kingship of David we encounter some long prayers of David that bear striking resemblance to the poetic prayers in the psalms [including some of the terms used]. This is one of the internal proofs that scripture provides for itself that helps give it a literal authority with its spiritual one.
	2nd Samuel

	David

- David and Nathan
	David morns over Jonathan and Saul [1]

The kingdom of Israel is split; 

David vs. Ish-Bosheth; the battles with general Abner [2]

The last story of Abner [3]

Ish-Bosheth is murdered [4]

David is welcomed as king of Israel; he defeats the Philistines yet again [5]

The Ark of the Covenant is moved; David dances before the people [6]

David seeks to make a temple; the Covenant with David [7]

The record of David’s conquests [8]

David and Mephibosheth [9]

Troubles with the Ammonites and Arameans [10]

David commits adultery and is chastised [11-12]

Troubles within the household of David [13-20]

Of treaties and battles [21]

David’s Song (Psalm 116 &144) [22]

David’s last words [23]

The census and the sin [24]


  This book is a part of the first book, and is divided in the same manner that the books of the Bibles have chapters or testimonies. Samuel does not appear in the second book, though it is named for him (in honour of him perhaps). Nathan is the prophet during David’s reign. 

Just as the book you are reading has divided up the portions of scripture to help your reading, so also the division of books, chapters and verses are done to help you read, recall, and locate certain passages easily. This method of division is not often used in other historical writings, but can be found even in ancient books of law. It may be this is an original creation of Hebrew writing, that was adopted for the legal writings of other nations. 
1st Kings

The book of the kings does not actually start with the first king. It begins with the end of David’s life and continues through the line of kings until the time of the exile in Babylon.

	1st Kings

	David & Solomon

Solomon

Judah vs. Israel Civil War and Failing Faith


	The struggles for the throne and a dying king; Solomon anointed [1]

David’s charge to Solomon; David’s Death; and Solomon’s fight to reign as king over Israel [2]

Treaties and worship; Solomon asks God for wisdom; Solomon’s Wisdom is Shown [3]

The political boundaries of Solomon defined [4]

Treaties and the Temple [5]

Solomon builds the temple; date; dimensions; costs recorded; consecration and a renewed covenant [6-9]

Treaties and marriages [10-11]

-the Queen of Sheba [10]

-the other wives of Solomon [11]

The end of Solomon’s story in another book [11:41-43]

The tribes of Israel become divided over who will rule them [12]

The failure and the faltering of both Rehoboam and Jeroboam [13]

Reference to the ‘Annals’ [14]

The short reign of Abijah; Asa rises to rule the house of Judah well; the struggles with the throne in Israel [15]

Prophet Jehu; fall of Baasha; the rebuilding of Jericho [16]

Elijah, Elisha,  Obadiah and Ahab[17-18]

The king and the man of God [19-20]

Jezebel acts in the kings name [21]

The kings and Micaiah [22]


Though the book of Kings carries on the narrative from the end of the book of Samuel the style of writing is very different. It is meant to be a brief history listing the events of the kings until we come to the story of Elijah [chapter 17].  There is some narrative that follows the account of Elijah, regarding other prophets’ dealings with the kings. The list of the kings follow the maps at the end of the chapter. 

2nd Kings

	2nd Kings

	Prophets and Kings


	Elijah and Ahaziah [1]

Elijah, Elisha and the chariots of fire [2]

Elisha and three lost kings [3]

The miracles of Elisha [4-9]

Jehu restore righteousness [10]

The struggles of kings [11]

The repairs to the temple [12]

Of kings and high places [13-17]

Israel falls to Assyria [18]

The word through Isaiah [19:20ff]

Hezekiah’s Reign [20]

Manasseh and Amon fail as kings [21]

Josiah does well [22-23]

Nebuchadnezzer captures Jehoiachin [24]

Nebuchadnezzer destroys Jerusalem and takes all the ruling families into captivity [25]


The book of the kings employ a system of form writing. Repeat phrases bookend passages about kings, and some kings reign for such a short time they have nothing but the bookend phrases to cover their reign. This makes it very difficult to read through the passage as a whole story, but very effective if you wish to glance a fact quickly. 

The Chronicles

  While the books of Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus and Deuteronomy overlapped in their historical account, the books of Chronicles are the first instances where a vast portion of a narrative found other books tells is reviewed; offering another perspective on the same events. This provides a useful second glance at the same part of the whole Bible narrative. The events of Chronicles however are not limited to previous books, but also some books that would come after.

 The Chronicles begin their account, starting with the family tree of the house of David. The first few chapters are dedicated to nothing but lineage. Indicating that this book was, above all things, a measure for proving the lineage and nobility claims of future leaders; this would be absolutely necessary for the Israelites returning from exile and who would be without a king.

 The book was written sometime after the Babylonian exile, as a look back on history [see chapter 9], rather than a record of historical events as they happened [as is more likely with other books of history]. This would make Chronicles the ‘youngest’ of these books of history, and possibly one of the youngest of the Old Testament.

Just as one might produce a family scrapbook, or assemble a genealogy file or a family tree, the book[s] of Chronicles was written to firmly establish a particular direction in the reestablished kingdom of Israel and Judah.

Note: Divisions of the texts into books, chapters and verses, were not a part of the early writing and are a more modern application. Sometimes the divisions seem arbitrary to us, or misplaced; realize that their use is to make locating passages easier, and not to signify any real important breaks other than phrasing. 

	1st Chronicles

	Lineage

History

[Saul through David]


	From Adam to Jacob (Israel) [1]

From Jacob (Israel) to David and the ‘houses’ of the Davidic line [2]

The descendants of David [3]

The lineage of Israel expanded [4-8]

 - Benjaminites detailed in house of Saul

The census of the returning exiles [9]

The fall of the house of Saul [10]

The rise of the house of David, and heroic history [11-12]

The account of the Ark and the defeat of the Philistines [13-16:7]

A psalm of David (compare 2 Sam 22; Psalm 105:1-15) [16:8-36]

Events of David’s Reign [17-29]

 - Covenant with God [17]

 - Life and conquests [18-20]

 - David and his sin [21:1-17]

 - David seeks redemption [21:18ff]

 - David and the temple [22]

 - David organizes the priests [23-24]

 - David organizes worship [25]

 - David orders the guard and coffers [26]

 - David orders the army & tribes [27]

 - David gives direction to the people, his successors, and for offerings [28-29:10]

 - Prayers for the people, the anointing of Solomon, and the death of David


Given the nature of the last twelve chapters of 1 Chronicles it seems very clear that whoever wrote the book, did so to shed the most attention on the house/dynasty of David. David is credited with many things that other texts delegate to others [ex. Solomon is given much less credit for the planning of the building of the temple]. However, by claiming that the systems of government, military action and deployment and temple worship originates with David, these systems stand on an authority they would not otherwise have. 

	2nd Chronicles

	History continued

- Solomon

- Rehoboam

Judah vs. Israel [13-27]

Judah vs. Syria [28-26]


	Solomon the king [1-9]

 - Solomon begins his reign, praying for wisdom [1]

 - Solomon and the temple [2-5]

 - Solomon in worship, as a priestly king [6-7]

 - Solomon establishes the kingdom [8]

 - Solomon and Sheba [9:1-12]

 - The wealth of the king [9:13-28]

 - Solomon dies [9:29-31]

Rehoboam as heir and king (g)[10-12]

King Abijah (g) vs. Jeroboam (b)[13]

King Asa [14-16](g)

King Jehoshaphat [17-20](g)

King Jehoram [21](b)

King Ahaziah [22:1-9] (b)

Queen Athaliah & the preservation of Joash [22:10-12] (b)

King Joash and Jehoiada the priest [23-24](g then b)

King Amaziah [25](g then b)

King Uzziah [26] (g)

King Jotham [27] (g)

King Ahaz [28] (b)

King Hezekiah and reform[29-32] (g)

 - Sennacherib of Syria invades and is defeated [32]

King Manasseh [33:1-20] (b then g)

King Amon [33:21-25]

King Josiah [34-35] (g)

· The book of the law [34:8-21]

The fall of Judah under King Jehoahaz (b), Jehoiakim{Eliakim}(b), Jehoiachin (b), Zedekiah (b)


 Echoing the same theme as found in the first book of Chronicles the second book shows how David’s heir continues the work of building up the Israelite nation [with a particular focus on Judah as the leading house; the particular authority therefore lies with Judah and not the other claims that would have arisen after the return from exile].

 It is also notable that the narrative extending from Solomon’s reign emphasize how the separation of Israel into two kingdoms resulted in the fall of all the tribes [nations] of Israel to foreign powers {the northern kingdom of Israel falling to the Assyrians in 721 BC[E]; the southern kingdom falling to the Babylonians in 586 BC[E]}.

  This timeframe weaves into it names from the prophetic books; Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah [may/may not be the same]

  The contention remains – to this day – that only the southern kingdom was ever repatriated. The claims of any northern remnants is not supported by the last of these history books. It is understood that the people of the northern kingdom were so dispersed by the Assyrian conquest and exile that they ceased to exist in any resemblance of the former tribes. It was later held by the Samaritans that they were the lost northern remnant. This was never recognized by the house of Judah, who then became known – even to themselves -  as the Jews; theirs was the only legitimate religion, leadership and heritage. 

Note: See this argument in the account of the ‘woman by the well’ in John 4.
Ezra

 At the end of the books of Kings, and at the end of the books of Chronicles, the people of Judah and Israel are all in a state of exile under Syria and Babylon. In the course of history Babylon is then conquered by Persia. Persia would go on to conquer all lands as far west as the west coast of Asia Minor [Turkey].

 In the midst of this, the house of Judah - in captivity - is able to go back to their homeland to repatriate their land under the control and permission of the Persian emperors.

 This book is the accounting of the rebuilding of Jerusalem, its struggle with people who have settled in the area while Judah was in exile, and remnants of the other tribes of Israel who escaped exile and were themselves laying claim on the land. 

	Ezra

	Return to the land

Rebuilding the city


	Edict of Cyrus [1]

The census of the remnant under Ezra [2]

Rebuilding the temple and altar [3]

Opposition of rebuilding the city [4]

Rebuilding continues [5-6]

- Correspondence with kings of Persia.

Establishment of worship and practices [7-10]

Marriage laws to be a ‘pure’ people [9-10]


Nehemiah

While the book of Ezra was composed by a scribe – it seems –  as a reflective account of the people’s return from exile and the rebuilding of the city [particularly the temple], the book of Nehemiah is a first person account [use of pronoun ‘I’]. It may have been  written by Nehemiah but also may have been composed by Ezra.

  Ezra was a religious head, Nehemiah an administrator who was recognized in the court of King Artaxerxes [Persia], worked together to not only rebuild the city and arrange treaties in the region, they also sought to stabalize the returning exiles as a governed people.  

	

	Organizing the resettlement

The rebuilding of the city

Census

The faith reestablished

Governing Direction
	Report from the first settlers [1:1-3]

Nehemiah prays and hears a call [1:4-11]

Nehemiah sent to organize the rebuild [2:1-8]

Nehemiah inspects the wall [2:9-20]

Beginning to rebuild the wall; the division of the labour [3]

The rebuilding of the wall is disputed by surrounding people [4:1-14]

Continuing the work [4:15-23]

Establishing a fair economy [5]

 - Opposition attempts to thwart the leadership [6]

The wall is complete [6:15-7:4]

The people who have returned are counted [7:5-65]

The wealth of the renewed nation [7:66-73]

The Law [8:1-12]

The festivals are reestablished [8:13-18]

The people declare their sins before God [9]

Remembering covenant [10]

Regional government [11]

Religious leadership is established [12:1-26]

The blessing of the wall [12:27-47]

Nehemiah directs the people through reform and reestablishment [13]


It is unknown whether the books of the Chronicles were written during this same period, but if they were not authored as a part of the reform in resettlement, they were likely composed as an answer to the authority of the work.

Esther 

  Taking a few steps back – in the timeline of events – the book of Esther is about conditions during the exile in Babylon/Persia. It depicts the conditions that may have led to the people of Judah gaining permission to return to their ‘promised land’/homeland. 

  The style of the narrative is of a particular heroic tale that is similar in many ways to the kinds of stories found in the book of Judges.

  It is also comparable with the book of Daniel, which could be included with the books of history except for its inclusion of vast prophetic material [hence its grouping with the prophetic books].

	Esther

	Introduction of key players

Esther and the people
	The king’s court [1:1-9]

Queen Vashti refuses the king [1:10-22]

Ether and Mordecai [2]

The plot against the people of Judah [3]

Agreeing to help the Jews [4]

The scheme of a banquet [5]

The plot against Mordecai [5:9-14]

Mordecai defended by the king [6]

The plot revealed [6:14-7:6]

Opposition is defeated [7:7-8:17]

The Jews kill the sons of Haman [9]

 - a new festival (Purim) [9:20-32]

Mordecai was secondary governor [10] 


Books of History Appendix

The Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East at the end of the Exodus through the time of the Judges:
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The region of Mesopotamia:
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The Land of Israel and the territories according to tribes


The List of Kings
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The Poetic Books 

[Job, The Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Songs of Solomon (Songs of Songs)]

Poetry and songs are found throughout the whole of scripture. Even when looking at other ancient writings of other cultures it is the poetic works that often gain the most attention, and are the best preserved [even works of philosophy can fall into this category at times]. 


It should not be all that surprising that works of poetry, and therefore song, are included or solely preserved in ancient writings. While lists of events, persons, or genealogies are very informative, poetry ‘enlivens’ [gives life to] its subjects. T.S. Eliot, a poet of the early 1900s wrote: “Poetry is not an assertion of truth, but the making of that truth more real to us.”


The books of history, and even the books of the beginnings and the law, give us a great deal of information and understanding of the form and function of God’s love. The purpose of the poetry in scripture is to make these same ‘truths’ real, personal, and full of feeling.


As has already been mentioned, even through the period of human history where there was writing and the keeping of records, the transmission of information, news, perspectives and beliefs traversed the vast distances through the work of bards [traveling story-tellers, playwrights, and singers]. As they crisscrossed the ancient world they exchanged the legends, myths, and religious views and images between towns and royal courts. 


Poems are easily remembered; through pneumonic [sound] devices, short phrasing, and applied imagery [similes], information can be heard and shared more easily than through the recalling of long list by wrote. You may remember, from your own schooling, the use of songs and poems to help you recall anything from the alphabet to musical notes on a scale to the classification of chemicals and minerals. Even today’s journalists are trained to use these forms of prose and writing to make their articles more attractive to listeners/readers.


The books that are designated as the – books of poetry – are by no means the only books that contain poetry or have, in their form, the look and function of poetry; many of the prophetic books are also very poetic. The books of poetry are those books that are more recognized for their poetry than for their presentation of law, history, or prophecy, while containing elements of all.

Job – A history, a parable, a legend, an answer
Come listen to a story ‘bout a man named Job . . .

While we all ask the question at some point in our lives – ‘Why do bad things happen to good people?’ – we do not often have a good chance to discover the answer. 


The book of Job takes us back to an unknown period in history [we will discuss some possible time periods]. While not being a poem – in the sense it does not have a pneumonic rhyme format – it is written in prose; indicating it comes from a bardic tradition. The lesson it teaches through its narrative indicates that these singers/poets were connected with a school of moral or ‘wisdom learning’ [philosophy]. In many ways it extends from the lessons found in the book of Proverbs.


The book of Job is not dated – not associated with particular kings, or even particular political events. So, while it is not a history book - relating a listed history – it functions like a cultural photograph. 


Bible scholars have a great deal of trouble dating Job, but here are a few things we can observe:

1. The book of Job does not have a date, or refer to an age of kings, and so the ‘story’ may come out of a pre-king time in history.

2. The book of Job does not apply the Law specifically but seeks to deal with questions that could challenge the faithful fulfillment of God’s law[s]. Putting the age of the story some time from the entrance into the wilderness to the period of the exile [not much help, as that is about 1500 years in the difference].

3. The book of job, while not mentioning the names of kings does use the name Satan, and references other images [Leviathan for one] which come out of the period including the exile in Babylon.

So, with just these elements in mind, Job could and may likely be a story that comes out of an earlier period – used in teaching an applied life situation regarding God’s Law – but was not written down as a narrative [in a final form] until the post exile period [521 BCE or later]. This same trouble of dating can be found in the other poetic books and some prophetic books as well., but the book of Job has the particular problem of being a whole book without a clear possible date.


Yet another aspect of the book exists: Was Job even a real person, or is this passage a fiction/parable? There is nothing to indicate – absolutely – that Job was an historical person; nor is that required for the book to have the desired effect in teaching the lesson of faith and suffering.


Regarding form, there are two main types of form - or voice – used in the book. There is the story’s narrator and then there is the voice of the characters. You could imagine the narrator speaking certain parts while the characters sing theirs. The book is laid out like this:

	Job
 

	Narrator

Voice


Narrator

Voice

Narrator
	[1&2] The background to the story; key characters introduced.

[3] Job

[4,5] Eliphaz

[6,7] Job

[8] Bildad

[9, 10] Job

[11] Zophar

[12-14] Job

[15] Eliphaz

[16-17] Job

[18] Bildad

[19*] Job

[20] Zophar

[21] Job

[22] Eliphaz

[23, 24] Job

[25] Bildad

[26-31] Job

[32:1-5] A new character is introduced

[32:6-37] Elihu

[38-41] God {the Lord}

[42:1-6] Job

[42:7ff] Conclusion



When comparing the book of Job to other ancient texts that we still have, it is amazing how similar it is to the dialogues of the philosophers of Greece. It may be that this story, and perhaps the writing itself, was a template for other wisdom writings throughout the world. This would also attach this story, as a written book, to the end of the Babylonian exile and the last four centuries BCE.

Psalms – From shepherd reflections to a nation’s worship

 The Psalms are certainly the most read book of the Old Testament, perhaps of the whole Bible. They are the basis for the hymnody of the Jewish and the Christian faiths, and yet even as read poems they generate very personal imagery and responses in it readers.


The Psalms – in the rhelm of ancient literature – are the largest collection of religious poetry of all time, and the reverence for the beauty and structure of them, even in translation, inspire both the deeply religious and the secular reader alike.


Many of the psalms are attributed to King David [both within his reign and prior to it]. However, several psalms tell of events and depict scenes that show they are from a later period [Psalm 137]. Many modern translations will indicate whether a particular psalm is a psalm of David, or from other authors [Psalm 44 for example]. The most encompassing thing that can be said about the psalms is that they are the collection of songs/poems used in worship [in the temple period particularly] of the One True Creator/Redeemer God.


The chapter numbering of the psalms is also of a more ancient origin than found in other books of the Bible [along with perhaps Proverbs]; though it should be understood that numbering in the Hebrew language was done through letters [letter combinations related to numbers in the same manner as Roman numerals]. The book is commonly recognized as having three to five theme groups, though the title for these groupings and their dividing line is not universally agreed upon, and I will not enter into the debate of these divisions here.

What should be recognizable is that the psalms function as the earliest known prayer book/hymnal which was written and used in a period spanning hundreds of years. It was preserved and added to even during the exile in Babylon.

What does Selah mean?


In reading a modern hymn you will sometimes have a part called the Chorus or Refrain. This part of the hymn not only is a repeated verse, but signifies agreement with the theme of the verse it follows. Also, though used less frequently in modern hymnody, the Greek word, Amen, concludes a hymn or a verse of a hymn. Amen translates as: “Truly” or “It/This is true”.


Selah does much the same. It indicates where participants in worship are to sing/say an agreement or a chorus. Some Psalms have those repeated words of agreement written in [Psalm 118] 

The extra Psalm: 


What about psalm 151. The Apocryphal or Roman Catholic Bibles contain an extra psalm. It is not usually found in with the other psalms but at the very end of the Old Testament. It is written in the first person, and depicts the personal perspective of David killing Goliath. 

Proverbs – The wisdom

The earliest attributable [credit given to a particular author or group of authors] book of wisdom is the book of Proverbs. Its writing is attributed mainly to the wisdom of King Solomon – he is said to have written thousands of proverbs [1 Kings 4:32] - and the school of moral and wisdom teaching that resulted from the Solomonic period, the book of proverbs is not also referred to as the Wisdom of Solomon. That title belongs to one of the books in the Apocrypha, and is different in both its subject manner and style of writing.


The book of Proverbs is a guided application of the requirements of the law, and a guide in logic through dealing with everyday living. It is not laid out like the books of the Law – with directives and stipulations – but is more advisory, where dire consequences can lead to suffering or simply to the label of being a fool.


It is included as a poetic book simply because of its format. The proverbs are written as prose; simply ‘short sayings for daily living’. Just as you may have been told, “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush”, so these expressions are easy to remember and are far more educating.


Again, linking to the period in history, the development of morals and a school of wisdom seemed to begin in this period [preceding the schools of wisdom in other regions]. While the roots of this book likely come from a much earlier era, the accepted and final edition of the Proverbs likely came from a much later time corresponding with the times of Socrates, Lau Tzu, Sun Tzu, Confucius, Pythagoras. 


It cannot be proven, and certainly may not be in all the examples given, but in the case of the scholarship of the Mediterranean the Proverbs may have inspired the school of wisdom that shaped Socrates.  

	Proverbs

	Wisdom

Warning

Wisdom

Of Solomon

Other Author

Of Solomon

Agur the Oracle

King Lemuel
	1-5

6-7

8-9

10-24:22

24:23ff

25-29

30

31 


The last two contributors to the book of Proverbs are historically unknown, but their words have survived the ages in this body of wisdom.

Ecclesiastes – The Sermon, or The Preacher

Ecclesia means those gathered together [by God] for worship. The Ecclesiast would be ‘the preacher’ or ‘the sermon’. Like the book of Proverbs, this is a collection of sayings and expressions. These are different from Proverbs, as they focus more on ‘faith’ful actions rather than daily living where sin is the dire problem, not foolishness.


This book is also attributed to Solomon, as Solomon was not only king but is recognized also in a priestly and prophetic role. As likely  may be that the book of Ecclesiastes arose in a similar fashion to the proverbs; beginning with Solomon and developing through the school of wisdom and leadership in the Judaic/Levitic priesthood of much later periods. 


It is quite hard to determine then, the period in which its final version was canonized.  

	Ecclesiastes

	Pride vs. Wisdom

Of time and season

Right and wrong

Wise and fool

Fear God and king

Life, Death, Wise and Fools

Remember God
	[1&2]

[3]

[4-6]

[7]

[8]

[9-11]

[12]
	Worship



	
	
	The king



	
	
	Worship


Songs of Solomon (Songs of Songs) – Love letters
Imagine going through an old trunk in your attic, and there you discover a bundle of love letters between people you may have never know or heard of, but who also may be your own ancestors.

Solomon is most remembered for being the king who built the temple and asked God for the gifts of wisdom. However, Solomon king Solomon also had vast romantic interests; having some 700 hundred wives and 300 hundred concubines [1 Kings 11]. 


In a similar fashion to the previous two books, the authorship of the Songs of Solomon [ or the Songs of Songs as some translation title this book] is given to Solomon. However, unlike the other books, there is less to specifically qualify that attribution [even though Solomon is named specifically].


The major question about the book, however, is not about who wrote it, but about whom it is speaking. Are these writings supposed to represent God [groom] and God’s people [bride]? specifically the Messiah/Christ [groom] and the church [bride]? Or, the deep love between a groom and his bride [deep human love by and through God]? The answer to all of the above is, Yes.


The writing is meant to be both allegorical [a metaphor for the love between God, the Messiah and the beloved people of God] and also personal and specific [the love that should exist within marriage]. 


The book has two main voices; the bride and the groom. There is also a choir, or ‘other’ who guide the dialogue of the text.

	Songs of Solomon


	Bride

Choir

Bride 

Groom


Choir 

Bride

Groom

Bride

Groom

Bride

Groom

Bride

Groom

Choir

Bride

Choir

Bride

Choir

Bride

Groom

Bride

Choir

Groom

Bride

Choir

Bride

Groom

Bride
	1:1-4a

1:4b

1:5-7

1:8-10

1:11

1:12-14

1:15

1:16-2:1

2:2

2:3-3:5

3:6-4:16a

4:16b

5:1a

5:1b

5:2-8

5:9

5:10ff

6:1

6:2,3

6:4-10

6:11,12

6:13

7:1-9a

7:9b-8:7

8:8,9

8:10-12

8:13

8:14


The Temple of Solomon (an artist’s rendering) [image: image4.png]2
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The Prophets

[Isaiah, Jeremiah, The Lamentations of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi]

Major and Minor Prophets

 So far as the historical recognition of prophets is concerned, the Major prophets were simply those to whom a larger amount of writing is/was attributed. However, some prefer to name the major prophets as those who exercised the greatest influence in the period they lived and those that followed. 

 Both can be understood to be true.

 For this booklet the major prophets will be the named as those having the larger books of prophecy, though I will attempt to also recognize the major influence of some smaller books of prophecy as they occur.

The Prophet

What is a prophet? 

The Hebrew word for prophet – ‘nabi’ – is the same root word for fountain. It can therefore rightly be said that the prophet is the is the bubbling spring of God’s will, power and love; sent to refresh the people in their need.

 Many people think of prophets as some sort of fortune-teller given special visions from God so kings, rulers, and the people could know the future and choose to do what is right. An important role of the prophet also seems to be the naming of leadership or taking leadership onto themselves in certain circumstances. 

  But this is only a shortsighted picture. The main attribute of a prophet – in the Old Testament sense – was not to simply predict the future, but accurately see the present. The prophet was not a fortune-teller so much as a well-informed advisor to both the leaders and the people.

 They were also a bit of a political and religious nomad, being tied to neither the priesthood nor the political authority. A recognized prophet could therefore exercise authority, without being answerable to a specific group, or speak and act without sanction from the king or authorities. Prophets were often persecuted because of this, many being killed and imprisoned by those in authority.

  However, the office of prophet was not something that could be excluded or denied, since it was an establishing part of the whole Hebrew peoples’ heritage. Moses was a prophet as was the general Joshua and Samuel who would anoint the dynasty of kings in both Saul and David. So, no matter how hard rulers and priests tried to frustrate the work and teachings of the prophets through history they could not disregard or ignore prophets as they arose and were proven to be true.

  A prophet was then the speaker or guide sent by God to personally advise both the priesthood or the governing of the nation of Israel. They possessed any variety of special gifts that made it clear they  were a true-prophet [false-prophets were a constant worry]. A prophet would be identified by his/her[7] ability to predict the future, enact tremendous acts of healing, show impressive abilities of insight into both people and world events. The laws for identifying prophets are based in the book of Deuteronomy [13 & 18], and these rules are alluded to by both Christ and Paul when they speak of false prophets and false teachers in the New Testament of the Bible.

Prophecies

Prophets are connected to the understanding of covenants. A large part of a prophet’s ministry is to remind the people about their relationship with God, and their responsibilities in the promises of the people and the promises of God. The dire warnings found in the prophet’s words arise as the people drift further and further from the covenant relationships. 

 The prophet not only reminds the people about their promises, but also pronounces the consequences of breaking covenant. So while the persecution by foreign nations and the eventual exile were all predicted events by the prophets [as was the return from exile] it was – according to the prophets - the breaking of covenant with God that caused these cataclysmic things to take place. 

The form of Prophetic writing in the Bible

  When words of prophecy arise through the books of law and history the style of writing is transformed from narrative or historical recording to alliterative prose. This may indicate that prophecies were transmitted through song, or perhaps even that they were given through songs. And while this remains unproven and improvable there is the likely possibility that the sharing of prophecy – in the least – was shared through the work of bards. As with the books of poetry, the prose-form makes memorizing easier, and the transmission more consistent. 

Isaiah

The actual person, Isaiah would have lived in the pre-exilic Jerusalem [Kings, Chronicles and Isaiah 6-8, 36-39], and would have had vast connections to both the priesthood and the royal house. Some historians offer this as evidence that Isaiah was himself royalty/noble, however prophets were given special status, and his connections simply could be because of his status as a prophet. It is significant to note, that while prophets had existed for over a thousand years in Hebrew history to the period of Isaiah, no one since Moses is so heavily inscribed as Isaiah. And like the books attributed to Moses, the book of Isaiah would not have totally been written by him, but certainly and always with relation to Isaiah. 

 As we clearly see in the New Testament Gospel record of the prophet John the Baptist, and also Elijah in the book of Kings, prophets would have disciples. It is from both the original prophet and then from the prophet’s disciples that the complete work of the prophetic book would take place.

  Looking specifically at Isaiah it can be fairly understood that some writings come from the preserved words of Isaiah while others are the result of Isaiah’s teachings and the reflections on what Isaiah said and did during the course of his life.

  This was a very different period of history and of writing. While more cynical historians might speak of the attributing of writing to a well known person for increased credibility, it is the more likely that the writing designated as Isaiah’s or Jeremiah’s or Ezekiel’s came from those who learned from or were followers of these prophets. This manner of writing identifies the ‘school’ of prophecy, which would be viewed as no less than an extension of the prophets themselves.

 The book of Isaiah has several parts:

	Isaiah

	1-41


	Of history and God’s will


	1-3

4

5

6

7-8

9:1-7

9:8ff – 12

13-19:15

19-20

21-24

25-27

28-29

30-31

32:1-8

32:9-20

33

34

35

36-39

40-41
	The present state of Israel

The future hope

Coming destruction

Vision and call

Interaction with the king

The future hope

Strength in a hard place

 Judgment and restoration [oracles]   
Of the nations

Judgment and restoration [oracles]   The future hope

 Judgment and restoration     
Warning

The future hope

Warning

Prayer to God

Warning

The future hope

Historical record [Hezekiah]

The future hope made present

	42-53
	A change in destiny
	42-44:8

44:9-20

44:21ff

45-46

47-53

52-53
	The future hope [The Messiah]

Against idols

The future hope

The nations and God’s will

Judgment and restoration    

Salvation through the Messiah

	54-66
	Life in God’s covenant
	54

55-57

58-59

60-64

65-66
	Of the covenant [peace]

Judgment and restoration [idolatry]   

Doctrine

The future hope

Judgment and restoration    


 The book of Isaiah is a record of a journey, beginning with personal struggle for faithfulness in the face of oppression. This record follows through the exile and suffering of God’s people as they strived to hold onto the promises of their past; looking forward to fulfillment of God’s covenants. The book of Isaiah is the most often quoted by the New Testament, and the words of the prophet are those directly read and attributed to Christ Jesus. 

  It has the appearance of a book that has come together out of a very close period of prophecy – arising from an individual – to have a broader effect on not only his close followers but on the whole people as they returned from exile and reestablished themselves in the region of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 

 Like Isaiah, the book of Jeremiah begins with a specific individual with a named disciples acting as scribe. Unlike Isaiah however, Jeremiah is self-recognized as being also/formally a priest who reluctantly takes up the mantle of prophet in light of the nation’s circumstances. This depiction of a reluctant prophet reappears with other prophets as well. 

  Jeremiah’s writing is also mostly directly by him or by his scribe Baruch, rather than by a vast group of disciples. This autobiographical approach to history and prophecy is found also in smaller volumes/books of prophecy and is closely related to the kind of writing one also sees in the historical books of Ezra and Nehemiah.

 Also, while Isaiah’s prophecy seems to stand more on its own than to much biblical cross reference to events in history, Jeremiah’s prophecy arises with the kingship of Josiah, and can be cross-referenced with the last several chapters of the book of Kings and Chronicles.

 As one might expect from the period in which Jeremiah is writing, much of the prophecy of Jeremiah is dark and dreary. He is repeatedly persecuted, and in the face of angry kings, rebels, governors and foreign armies, Jeremiah is constantly on the move. This is a very different sort of journey from that of Isaiah, or even that of many of the people of Israel; none-the-less it illustrates the various sufferings that the people of Israel endured as a result of their disobedience. 

	Jeremiah

	Prophecy
	1

2-6

7-9

10-11

11

12

13

14-17

18-19

20

21-22

23

24-25
	The prophet is called

Judgment and restoration    

History of sins and lament 

Doctrine and the Covenant

Lament

The embodiment of a nation’s sadness

Judgment and restoration    

-[The potter and clay, broken flask]

Debate between priest and prophet

History

Warning [sorrow for the prophets vs.9]

Images of Judgment*

	Personal history of the prophet Jeremiah
	26

27

28

29

30-31

32

33

34-35

36-39

40

41

42-43

45

44,46-51

52
	Debate between priest and prophet

Conditions of the exile

A false prophet

A future hope

Judgment and restoration

Images of Restoration*

A future hope

 Judgment and restoration

History, and challenges to Jeremiah

Jeremiah permitted to stay in Judah

Assassination

The prophet in Egypt

A personal letter to Baruch

Judgment and restoration

Remembering the case for the prophecy

	Baruch recollection and conclusion
	
	



The mournful nature of the books attributed to Jeremiah have resulted in many naming him the ‘weeping prophet’. However, he is not the only prophet of the Old Testament who could bear this title.   

The Lamentations of Jeremiah 

 The ‘lamentations’ are presented in the modern Christ Bible canon as an extension of the prophecies of Jeremiah; however, historically they are collected in with Ruth, Esther, Songs of Solomon (of Songs) and Ecclesiastes, to be read during festivals of the Jewish religious year (a collection referred to as the Megillot). They show the deep reflections of one who has been given insight into God’s purpose and plans, and yet must endure the pain of the age in which he finds himself. The Hebrew title for the book is - הכיא (Eichah) which simply means, How.
 It also shows the mournful God, who does not want His people to suffer, but knows there is no other way for them to learn obedience. This is a transformation in the depictions of God in scripture who, until the prophecies of the exile, is presented in more regal and authoritarian terms. God, from Jeremiah, is compassionate parent and continues to care for his people even in their disobedience and His righteous anger. 

However, underlying the destruction and the humiliation of be so completely conquered is the author’s continued attribution to God. This is not a text about being conquered by a foreign power, but God exacting justice upon His disobedient people to set them up again as an example of how to be God’s people. God has shown justice, God will show mercy.

	The Lamentations Jeremiah

	1 

2-3

4

5
	Recalling a fallen city

Judgment and Restoration [?]

Fallen righteousness

Judgment [?] and Restoration


As this book is centered around the destruction of the temple in the Babylonian conquest of Judah, and places at least at the year 586 BC though was perhaps composed during this time, retained through a bardic tradition, and transcribed later in the exile or shortly thereafter.

Ezekiel 

Though the book of Ezekiel bears a great deal of resemblance to the writings of the other prophets, it does have some very significant differences. Like Jeremiah, the narrative of Ezekiel depicts a man who was among the priesthood, but as the exile began he was called to the official role of prophet for the people. The book of Ezekiel seems to come from a single author – spanning about fifty years of history - and covers the period from the entrance into exile through to the preparations made for the end of the exile in Babylon.

  While the prophet Ezekiel shares its subject with the other major prophets, Isaiah and Jeremiah, the style of vision is very different. In Ezekiel the style of trance visions or ecstatic vision arises as a major part of this body prophecy. These visions range from images regarding the rebuilding of the temple and city of Jerusalem to the apocalyptic visions regarding the end of time and the fulfillment of God’s covenantal promises.

	Ezekiel

	First body of prophecy
	1

2-3

4-5

6-9

10

11-12

13-15

16

17-18

19

20-22

23
	The prophet IN exile

The prophet called

The destruction of the city

Judgment and Restoration

God deserts the temple [the people]

Judgment and restoration

Of false prophets, and false leaders

The faithless bride – Warning

Judgment and restoration

Lament

Judgment and restoration

Images of two sisters; the Israelites

	Second body of prophecy – a personal history
	24

25-26

27-30

31-32

33

34

34:25ff

35-36

37

38-39

40-43

44-48
	The fallen city, a broken family

Judgment and restoration

Lament

Judgment and restoration [Egypt]

Prophet as a future hope [the watchman]

Against false leaders [shepherds] 

And the covenant

A future hope

-Valley of Dry Bones

Judgment and restoration

A future hope - The New Temple

A future hope, the ordering of the temple


Daniel 

The book of Daniel is really two books; the first half giving a narrative about Daniel’s life and encounters, the second listing some of Daniels major visions and their period in history. This would seem to indicate that the composition of the book of Daniel took place at a later time, from notes, as a book containing all the writings of the prophet Daniel were gathered together and edited [please don’t worry about the word edit].

 The story of Daniel takes place around the same period [within a decade even] as the prophet Ezekiel: These two individuals were prophesying around the same period.

The book begins as a historical account and moves through accounts of - not only Daniel’s life - but the life of the Babylonian kings. 

There are several prophetic prose inclusions throughout the book, drawn out from the historical account.


One very interest aspect of the book of Daniel is that while it takes place during the same period as other prophets’ ministries, these others are not mentioned explicitly. 

Was prophecy seen as an exclusive office?  


The book of Daniel shares the ecstatic visions found in the book of Ezekiel and weaves around these visions a very exciting personal history. The account is personal enough that it leaves readers with a sense of personal connection to the story, while mysterious enough – in its imagery – that it has a depth of meanings that brings the reader back for more, time and time again.

	Daniel

	1 

2

3-4

5

6
	Entrance into exile, and conditions of captivity.

The king dreams, Daniel interprets [like Joseph]

King Nebuchadnezzer

King Belshazzar

Darius, Daniel and a den of lions

	Visions of Daniel

	7-8

9

10

11

12
	Beastly visions

Angelic visions [Gabriel] 

Image of a frightful man 

The future of kings

The end of days[??]
	King Belshazzar

King Darius

King Cyrus

King Darius

???


Hosea 

 The book of Hosea is set over a hundred years before that of Daniel and Ezekiel, during the time of the northern kingdom’s fall to Assyria. 

 One of the particular characteristics of Hosea’s prophecy, similar to that of Jeremiah, is the way the events in his own personal [marriage] life are compared/paralleled with the actions and events in the whole nation of Israel.

	Hosea

	 1

2

3

4-13

14
	The account of Hosea the person

Judgment and Restoration

Hosea’s personal life compared to the nation of Israel

Judgment and restoration – Future hope [11]

A plea for a return to righteousness


 It should not be discounted that Hosea is recognized as a major prophetic figure from this period, while the collection of his prophecies were so small. Prophets of the northern kingdom [Israel, not Judah] are not as well recorded as that of Judah, and the mere presence of this book suggests that the figure of Hosea was highly significant, even if the preserved writing are few.

Joel 

 The prophet Joel is an ‘unknown’. There is no account of who is was or when he lived. Since the focus of the book is more upon the southern kingdom of Judah it is understood that he was a prophet of that kingdom, but even that is not certain. 

  He does seem to write during a time when the priesthood was still working in the temple, which means this is likely during the pre-exile, but much of the imagery sets the book in the period between the fall of the northern kingdom and the approach to the exile of the kingdom of Judah.

	Joel

	1 

2

3  
	A visions of locusts – Judgment and restoration

A future hope

Judgment and restoration


Amos 

  Again, we turn to the period of history as the northern kingdom faced the desolation by the Assyrians in the years [790-740 BCE]. This is drawn from the introduction and the specific naming of several of the neighbouring national groups of Israel at that time, and the identification of the king during Amos’ prophecy.

  Amos is, among the collection of prophet, a singular character in that he does not come from a priestly background but arises from the farm. He is thought to have been a chief shepherd or a sheep breeder, but can be simply understood as an aristocratic farmer [farmer merchant, like Jacob/Israel]. 

	  Amos

	 1:1

1:2 – 4

5

6

7-8

9
	Introduction

Judgment and restoration

A call for righteousness

Judgment and restoration

Warnings

A prophet’s vision of Israel’s fall – Judgment and Restoration


Obadiah 

 Moving to the southern kingdom [Judah] and a hundred and fifty years ahead in time, this short account in prophecy is specifically targeted at Judah in regards to the national group of Edomites – who had migrated to the area. They were viewed as a destabilizing group in the region as they sought to stake out a claim in the region init he period between the period of the northern kingdom’s fall, and the attacks of Babylon, showing that the land was not peaceful, even in the time between conquests.

  NOTE: The Edomites claim to be descendents of Esau – Jacob/Israel’s brother. Rather than using this as a reason for cooperation it became a source of unrest. This lack of stability was part of the reason that Babylon had little trouble in its conquests.

	Obadiah

	1:1-9

1:10-14

1:15-21
	Judgment against Edom

Naming of the sins of Edom

Judgement and restoration - The day and kingdom of God


Jonah 

Jonah is understood to have lived around the fifty years prior to the fall of the northern kingdom[see 2 Kings 14:25]. His book is presented as a historical account, with his prayer – rather than a vision – as the poetic aspect. Very little of this book shows much resemblance to the other books of prophecy, and is more an account of a man’s life than a collection of poetic visions. It is not even clear what words Jonah used in his ministry in Nineveh.

NOTE: That Jonah also prophesied in Israel is only recorded in the book of 2 Kings.

	Jonah

	 1

2

3-4
	The call of Jonah, and his desertion [Jonah and the whale/fish]

Jonah’s prayer – Judgment and Restoration

Jonah’s mission in Nineveh – Judgment and Restoration


 Rather than being a book of prophecy, the book of Jonah is best understood as a book about a prophet, as a person. It is written in the third person, as if someone was recalling all that Jonah did, or simply, putting a narrative around the prayer of Jonah. Given that Jonah was from the northern kingdom – which was destroyed shortly after his time [by Assyria/Nineveh] – this prayer may have been all that was left of his prophecy/ministry.

Micah 

Micah prophesied as a Judian in the period of the fall of the northern kingdom. This was a wakeup call for the Jews, for while though they struggled for control with the northern kingdom there was a kinship. 

	Micah

	 1

 2

 3

4

5

6

7
	Introduction, Judgment and Restoration – call to mourn

Judgment and Restoration - Against oppressive regimes

Judgment and Restoration – Against priests and rulers

A future hope

A future hope – The Messiah to be born in Bethlehem

Judgment and Restoration

A future hope – a return to covenant


Nahum 

[A century after Jonah] Nahum’s warnings precede the attack of the Babylonians, explaining that what was done to the northern Kingdom of Israel would be passed on to the cruel Assyrians/Ninevites.  

	Nahum

	 1

 3
	Judgment – against Nineveh

Judgment – against Nineveh, the reasons for its fall


Habakkuk 

Again, like Nahum, this body of prophecy comes out of the period preceding the attack of the Babylonians, but unlike Nahum is directed at the surrounding nations – rather than specifically at the Assyrians or some other nation. 

Habakkuk also explores an important question that the apostle Paul picks up in his writing, and that is, “how do we attain righteousness?’.

	Habakkuk

	1:1-4 

1:5-11

1:12ff
2:1-5

2:6ff
3
	The prophet complains – coming destruction

God responds

The prophet inquires ‘Is our righteousness enough?’

A future hope – Justice/righteousness by faith

Judgment and Restoration – against the Chaldeans

A future hope – a prayer of Habakkuk


Zephaniah 


The prophet Zephaniah is marked by being the prophet who deeply merges the ideas of the ‘future hope’ of God’s people with ‘judgment and restoration’ into “The Day of the Lord”. This later becomes a key element in the messianic prophecies, and includes the ‘coming kingdom of God/the Lord’.

	Zephaniah

	1

2

3:1-8

3:9-13

3:14ff
	Judgment and Restoration – ‘The day of the Lord’

Judgment and Restoration – against the nations

Judgment and Restoration – on Jerusalem et al.

A future hope – the world returns to God, Messiah

A future hope – Israel will be restored  


Haggai 

  Chronologically [in the course of time] the book of Haggai picks up where Ezekiel finished. With the reentrance of the people from exile in Babylon the prophets of God instructed God’s people to reestablish themselves by building the temple first and then branching out to build the walls and the city. 

  Haggai’s particular title is interesting, because he is directly tied to a specific government official. None the less, he is named prophet rather than priest or scribe[the least being likely as well]. Some have proposed that during the post exile the term prophet was also used to recognize those who were highly educated, as we would name a doctor of philosophy or a professor [professor and prophet being very similar in practice in any case].

	 Haggai

	1

2:1-19

2:20ff
	Rebuilding the temple

A future hope

Naming of officers


Zechariah 

  The prophet Zechariah blends the historical account with ecstatic visions like those found in Ezekiel and Daniel. As with Haggai the book of Zechariah is chronologically set at the time of the return from exile in Babylon.  The name Zechariah also appears in the book of Nehemiah [12:16] and, as he would have been contemporary to that book, this may be external confirmation of Zechariah’s prophecy.

  Zechariah has a particular focus on the work and ordering of the temple and its leaders, and may have been related to priests – if not a priest himself. 

	Zechariah

	1:1-6

1:7-17

1:18ff
2

3

4

5:1-4

5:5ff
6:1-8

6:9ff

7

8

9:1-8

9:9ff
10

11

12:1-9

12:10ff
13

14
	Restoration – the people are to revive their faith

The Visions

The horseman

Horns and Craftsman

The man with the measuring line

Joshua(Jesus) the High Priest [Hebrews 7]

A golden lampstand

Flying Scroll

Woman in a basket

Four Chariots

Crown and Temple

Judgment and Restoration

A future hope

Judgment and Restoration – against the enemies

A future hope – The Messiah

Judgment and Restoration

Judgment and Restoration – The Messiah

A future hope

A future hope – The Messiah

Judgement and Restoration

‘The Day of the Lord’


Malachi

   As the last prophet in the collection of prophets, Malachi points to the New Testament [see chapter 3], yet his main focus is against the ‘new temple’ priests[the new temple after the return from exile]. 
By Malachi’s prophecy, it seems that the priests were establishing themselves in place of a clear dynasty as the only legitimate rulers, and did not resign themselves to be pastoral religious leader, but sought for themselves the power that belongs to only God. 

	Malachi

	 1:1-5

1:6ff
2:1-9

2:10ff
3:1-15

3:15ff
4
	The lord loves His people

The faults of the priests

Judgment and Restoration – against the priests

Judgement and Restoration – broken covenant

A future hope – the Prophet to come, the Messiah

Judgment and Restoration

“The day of the Lord”


The turn of the era

As it has been already stated, the books of the Bible were not ‘canonized’ all at one time. The accepting of certain text as belonging to scripture and putting them together into one collection was an ongoing process through all of the religious history of the Jews and subsequently for the Christians as well.

The Old Testament books of the Bible – from Genesis to Malachi – are the most broadly accepted ‘canonical’ biblical texts, though the order of those books has varied slightly between religious sects of these faiths. 

There is however another collection of texts, or addition to the existing scriptural texts [as they come from the Jewish faith & tradition] that sound and seem to have names like other Old Testament books, and seem to be written about things like one might find in the Old Testament, but even when they are included in Bibles they are recognized as something particular. 

The books commonly known as the Apocrypha consists of the following books: 

The ‘Apocrypha’ consists of the following books
•    The First Book of Esdras
•    The Second Book of Esdras
•    Tobit
•    Judith
•    Additions to the Book of Esther
•    The Wisdom of Solomon
•    Ecclesiasticus or the Wisdom of Jesus, son of Sirach
•    Baruch
•    A Letter of Jeremiah
•    Additions to the Book of Daniel: The Prayer of Azariah; and the Song of the Three Jews; Susanna; Bell and the Dragon
•    1 Maccabees
•    2 Maccabees
•    3 Maccabees
•    4 Maccabees
•    1 Esdras
•    2 Esdras
•    Prayer of Manasseh
•    Psalm 151


Apocrypha means ‘hidden away’ or ‘set aside’, some people have come to believe that these books are filled with secret or hidden knowledge. This is not true. They are more the kind of books that were not altogether rejected, but neither does it seems that they were universally accepted as what we have in the rest of the Old Testament seems to have been. 


That is why it is better – though not easier to say – to call these book Deuterocanonical; they are a secondary canon. They can be accepted, but in the same regard as the rest of scripture. The protestant traditions DO recognize these books, though they do not print them in with the rest of the Bible, as helpful for understanding and context, but they are not part of the canon of scripture, and cannot be said to be of divine inspiration [any more than other human writings] and have no ‘authority’.


That is the most significant part of the debate surround these books. Some people regard them as books of scripture and therefore they can be used in making decisions for church policy and other arguments about Christian faith. Other people see these books as history books, and useful for research and to learn about a period of time we would otherwise know very little about. And yet, still others dismiss these books as Anti-scriptural [mainly because of the debate regarding them] and do not believe they were even written around the Old Testament period.


The Apocrypha take two different forms. The first is additional writings connected to books already in the Old Testament, including an extra Psalm. The second are whole books who introduce new personages in a time period outside what is otherwise recorded in the rest of scripture.


The Apocryphal [Deuterocanonical] books focus on the period in history between the return from exile under the Syrian Empire to the Era the preceding the arrival of the Roman Empire. They draw from a period when the Jewish people were mostly oppressed, and yet were seeking to establish a strong identity in the midst of competing and dominating cultures. 


These books contain the most extensive body of angelology - the Biblical name for angel, [image: image5.jpg]e



, meaning, according to derivation, simply "messenger," The Biblical name for angel, [image: image6.jpg]e



, meaning, according to derivation, simply "messenger,"- found in the pre-Christian era, and emerging from Kabbalistic sources and Jewish Talmud and Midrash; [ a good standing site on Jewish angelology can be found at http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/1521-angelology; Christian views on angels is well outlined in Wikipedia.com but a really neat resource is a Sunday School program designed to outline angels for a more advanced group http://www.sundayschoolcourses.com/angels/angels.pdf [that’s a neat site for other Sunday School resources too. 
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